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General Reflections and Remarks, 
arising from the foregoing Es- 
says on the Genuineness and 
Authenticity of the Historical 
Books of the Old Testament. 


N a series of Essays, which 
have been published in seve- 

ral preceding Numbers of the Mag- 
azine, we have taken a view of all 
the historical books of the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament, from 
Genesis tothe book of Esther. As 
the sacred Volume opens witha dec- 
Jaration of the being and unity of 
God, in that passage of inimitable 
beauty, ‘* In the beginning,— 
GOD—created the heaven and 
the earth,” we first endeavoured 
to produce some of the evidence 
derived from history in confirma- 
tion of this great truth. By an 
attention to this subject, we found 
that the worship of idols and false 
gods could be traced to its com- 
mencement ; that its beginning was 
since the earliest times of men; 
and that it arose principally from 
an improper veneration of great 
men, from the deification of he- 
roes and patriots after their de- 
cease. This fact leads to the ir- 
resistible conclusion that prior to 
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this time, when men had the best 
opportunity to know their Crea- 
tor, they worshipped the one only 
true God.— After this view of the 
origin of Idolatry; we considered 
the evidence of fhe genuineness 
of the books of the Pentateuch, 
and then, by an examination of 
those sacred books separately, we 
found the most satisfactory evi- 
dence of their authenticity and 
inspiration. They were written 
by Moses, the first and most in- 
teresting of all writers, and great- 
est of prophets, his narration is 
true, and was written under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Ip 
a careful and concise examination 
of the other historical bcoks of 
the Old Testament, we have found 
the most satisfactory and conclu- 
sive evidence of their authentici- 
ty and divine authority, We 
have thus found, so far as we have 
gone, the propriety of the holy 
declaration of the apostle, “ All 
scripture is given by inspiration 
of God.” In the examination of 
the respective books, a sketch of 
the principal matters contained in 
them has been given. 

And now, having, by divine fa- 
vour, completed my design, if 
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these efforts may have been the 
means of resolving the doubts, of 
confirming the faith, of animating 
the hope, of any of my readers ; 
if they may have been thie occa- 
sion of increasing our attachment 
to the sacred word ; if they have 
afforded to any of us an additional 
inducement to search the scrip- 
tures, to study and love the di- 
vine law; if we have discovered 
any new motives to adore and ex- | 
alt the grace of God in giving to 
men the holy revelation of his 
will ; the labor which has been 
devoted to the subject, has not 
been devoted in vain. Ifthe truth 
of God has, by divine assistance, 
been presented in a proper light ; 
if his holy word has been exhibit- 
ed, in any degree, according to 
its true character, and if we have 
made no wise improvement of the 
privilege ; then liave we an ad- 
ditional reason to fear and trem- 
ble at the prospect of shortly ap- 
pearing at the barofGod. ‘* Oh, 
tor that warning voice, which he 
who saw the apocalypse, heard 
cry in heaven aloud,” Oh, for a 
sweet whisper to our hearts from 
the glorious spirit of holiness, to 
break our lethargy, +to awaken 
wur souls to the interests of eter- 
nity, to point our thoughts, to 
tead our fect toGod! The Lord 
grant that our case may not be 
like those who are judicially blind- 
ed, because of obstinate unbelief. 
* But even unto this day, when 
Moses ig read, the veil is upon 
their heart.” But the apostle 
adds, for our encouragement and 
joy, ‘* Nevertheless, when it 
shall turn “to the Lord, the veil 
shall be taken away.” if we 
have long read Moses and the proph- 
ets without giscovering their divine 
excellency, our hearts should now 
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their beauty and admire their glo 
ry. It is the blindness of the 
heart, and that alone, that keeps 
the glories of a divine Saviour be- 
yond our view. From the friends 
of Jesus, shortly, the veil will all 
be removed, they shall behold the 
splendor of his presence, and re- 


joice for ever in his likeness. 


We shall now proceed to some 
general remarks, from the cursory 
view which has been taken of the 
historical books of the scriptures 
of the Old ‘Testament. 

1. The providence of God is 
very signally manifest in the pre- 
servation of the holy. scriptures. 
In the frequent revolutions of hu- 
man affairs, and amid tbe gene- 
ral wreck of ancient nations, the 
greater part of the writings of an- 
tiquity have become irrecoverably 
lost. Many causes have conspir- 
ed to the production of this ca- 
lamitous event. After the fall of 
the Roman Empire, and the rise 
of Mahometanism, about six hund- 
red years after Christ, the civili- 
zed world was universally overrun 
by barbarous nations, which was 
succeeded by a gloomy period of 
ignorance, vice, and imposture, 
which continued several centuries. 
These conquerors, generally, pos- 
sessed an inveterate hostility to 
learning, arts, and civilization, of 
almost every kind. Aind it wastheic 
unremitting endeavour to destroy 
all the vestiges of ancient literature, 
religion, and laws. In their de- 
structive conquests, cities were 
burnt, public edifices were demol- 
ished, libraries were destroyed, 
and the fairest countries of Asia, 
Europe, and Africa, were made a 
scene of desolation. Few cities 
existed which were not repeatedly 
sacked, plundered, and burnt. 

The art of printing is of mod- 
ern invention. This great im- 
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provement in the arts of literature 
was made but a little before the 
discovery of America. Previous 
to that time, there were no books 
but such as were written out by 
hand, at great labor and expense. 
Of course, they must be scarce, 
owned by the rich only, and few 
copies of any one could be sup- 
posed to exist. 

One consideration further, on 
the subject before us, is important 
to be noticed. The holy scrip- 
tures have ever been unpopular 
amongmen. ‘They always taught 
unwelcome truths. They incul- 
cate truths and duties which are 
opposed to the natural propensi- 
ties of the human heart. They 
are designed to exalt God, to bum- 
ble the pride of man, to teach his 
dependent and ruined state, and 
his imminent danger of everlasting 
evil. They teach that the idols 
of the heathen are vanity and a 
lie, that the revered systems of 
pagan religion, upheld ‘by the 
pride of philosophy and the strength 
of power, with their millions of 
ardent votaries, were falsehood 
and folly, and that ** the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness.” 
Under these circumstances, it 
could not have been otherwise 
than what has actually taken place. 
The Bible, with all its heaven- 
born truths, has been hated and 
reviled, and the disciples of the 
teligion of the scriptures have 
been subjected to every suffering 
and reproach. In all antiquity, 
no nation was the subject of such 
general hatred asthe Jews. ‘The 
true reason of which was, they 
claimed to possess the religion of 
the true God, and they denounced 
evéty other as imposture. The 





bitter and universal odium of oth- 
er nations towards this people ap- 
pears in many tracts of ancient 
authors yet extant. Many of the 
most liberal historians, when they 
come to speak of the Jews, seem 
to lose all temper. Not less was 
the odium universally cast upon 
the early Christians. As the mas- 
ter of the house was called Beel- 
zebub, so, eminently, were they 
of his household. The humble 
followers of the Prince of life, 
bearing the holy scriptures in 
their hands, and their truths in 
their hearts, were reviled as the 
abettors of every enormity, as 
the perpetrators of every crime. 
This enmity of wickedness and 
idolatry was too great to be long 
confined to mere reproaches. It 
soon broke out in flames of the 
most unrelenting persecution. A 
little experience convinced the 
sons of paganism, that destroying 
the lives of the followers of Jesus 
would not effect their object. As 
the sacred scriptures were their 
guide and their hope, their faith 
would live while the Bible could 
be enjoyed. Of course. the pow- 
ers of wickedness resolved on its 
destruction. Every copy which 
could be found was committed to 
the flames.——-Under all these 
difficulties and dangers, this holy 
book still lives. Through all 
the catastrophes of nations, through 
all the dispersions of the people 
of God, through all the desolations 
of war, amid all the rage of per- 
secution, and all the malice of co- 
vert enemies, this heavenly vol- 
ume has rode securely down the 
the tract of ages, unshaken by 
every tempest, uninjured by eve- 
ry storm. The friends of this 
sacred book have been few and 
weak, its enemies have been nu- 
merous and strong, yet it is pre 
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served. This can hardly be 
considered less than a standing 
miracle ; it is, at least, a most il- 
lustrious display of God’s provi- 
dential care for the protection of 
bis truth. And it is, of itself, an 
argument, sufficient to abash all 
the subtleties of infidelity, that 
the inspired volume has ever been 
the peculiar care of God. 

2. Through the merciful fa- 
vor of God, the holy scriptures 
have been transmitted to us in 
their original purity. We have 
the most satisfactory evidence, 
that we now have the sacred ora- 
cles, substantially, just as they 
came from the hands of the vene- 
rable prophets and apostles of 
God, ‘‘ who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
Through all the period of the 
Jewish state, the scriptures of the 
Old Testament were most care- 
fully guarded by the inspired 
rg by the different tribes of 
srael, by Jews and Samaritans, 
by the various religious sects 
among the Jews, all watching 
against any corruptions, that no 
alterations of the sacred text could 
be permitted to take place. Since 
the time of Christ, Jews and 
Christians have been mutual 
guards upon each other, the vari- 
ous religious sects, which infinite 
wisdom has suffered to arise in 
the Christian world, have been 
equally watchful for the integrity 
of the inspired volume ; and have 
secured it against all possibility 
of corruption. Before the com- 
pletion of the Old Testament, 
the Jews began to be dispersed, 
and soon after, were dispersed 
among all nations. Wherever 
they went, they carried their holy 
Jaw, and, from one end of the 
world to the other, they still ex- 
ist, and stil] preserve the sacred 
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oracles of God which were coms 
mitted to their fathers. Immedi- 
ately after the planting of Chris- 
tianity, the divine seed sprang up 
and grew abundantly, the branch- 
es of the tree spread abroad and 
overshadowed the nations. In 
consequence of the special injunc- 
tion of Christ, ** Go, teach all 
nations,” and, in consequence of 
the great persecutions which the 
unbelief of Judea and the sword 
of Rome raised against his follow- 
ers, they soon became widely dis- 
persed ; the baptismal font was 
opened upon the banks of the In- 
dus and the Ister ; the plains of 
Numidia and the forests of Brits 
ain re-echoed the songs of re- 
deeming mercy. Wherever the 
disciples of Jesus travelled, they 
bore in their bosoms the sacred 
book of God, and, at the peril of 
their blood, guarded its divine pa- 
ges from every unhallowed touch. 
Such being the situation and con- 
dition of Christians, it will be 
readily perceived, that, as the ene- 
mies of divine truth could never 
effect a general corruption of the 
sacred scriptures, so neither could 
there ever be a combination of its 
professed friends for the accom- 
plishment of the same object. 

But however conclusive our de- 
ductions upon this subject may be, 
we are not under the necessity of 
relying upon them, being favor- 
ed, through the good hand of God, 
with the most satisfactory proofs 
of the integrity of the holy scrip- 
tures. About 260 years before 
Christ, Ptolemy Philadelphus 
king of Egypt, desirous to erect a 
valuable library at Alexandria, 
procured a copy of the sacred 
books of the Old Testament from 
Jerusalem, and employed a num- 
ber of men of great learning to 
translate them from the Hebrew 
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tongue into the Greek. That 
translation was used by Christ and 
his Apostles, and it is still pre- 
served. ‘This version agrees, in 
all essential particulars, with the 
present Hebrew text. In _ the 
Syriack language, there is still 
extant a very ancient version of 
the Old and New ‘Testament, 
which agrees with the scriptures 
as we now have them. ‘There is 
also a very ancient version of the 
five books of Moses in the Samari- 
tan dialect, which forcibly cor- 
roborates the sacred text in the 
present Hebrew Bibies. 

In many of the libraries of Eu- 
rope, there are now existing nu- 
merous ancient manuscripts of the 
holy scriptures, some of them of 
the age of many centuries, which 
establish the validity of the scrip- 
tures in their present form. In 
all the early fathers @ the Chris- 
tian church, for three or four cen- 
turies after Christ, many of whose 
works have come down to us, 
there are large quotations from the 
scriptures, which show that the 
sacred books, used by them, were 4 
ihe same sacred volume which is 
now in our hands.—-We may add 
further. If God in his good provi- 
dence would take such peculiar 
care to preserve the volume of the 
holy scriptures, for the benefit of his 
people in every age, as we have 
seen to be the case, we may rest 
assured that he would cause it to 
be kept from any essential cor- 
ruption, His church on earth is 
always the same, and must ever 
have the same scriptures of truth. 

One other consideration may 
properly be noticed in this place. 
As we are obliged to read the 
scriptures by a translation in our 
own language, it becomes an im- 
portant enquiry, Is the translation 
of the holy scriptures now in use 





among us, a correct translation ? 
This question, at all times import- 
tant, has become more so of late, 
in consequence of its having been 
a subject of considerable discus- 
sion, and in consequence of some 
recent attempts to offer to the pub- 
lic new translations of some parts 
of the sacred volume.—The Old 
Testament was written original- 
ly, in Hebrew, the New ‘Testa- 
ment, in Greek. They were trans- 
Jated into Latin, in or near the 
days of the apostles. The first 
translation of any part of the scrip- 
tures into the English language, 
was a translation of the New Tes- 
tament by the celebrated John 
Wickliffe, about the year of our 
Lord 1880. William Tyndall 
published a translation of the New 
Testament, in 1526. He after- 
wards added a translation of sev- 
eral of the books of the Old Tes- 
tament. In 1535, the whole Bi- 
ble was printed in our language, 
for the first time, translated by 
Miles Coverdale and several oth- 
ers, with the approbation of King 
Henry VIII. Another translation 
was published soon after, partly 
the work of the celebrated martyr 
John Rogers. In the reign of 
Queen Mary, the illustrious exiles, 
who fled from her persecution to 
Geneva, published a new trans- 
lation of the whole Bible. In the 
succeeding. reign of Elizabeth, 
fourteen of the most eminent di- 
vines in the English church were 
ordered to make another transla- 
lation of the scriptures. This 
was done, and the volume was 
printed in 1568. That transla- 
tion is commonly denominated 
The Bishop’s Bible. A few years 
later, some of the Roman Catho- 
lics in England published a trans- 
lation of the New Testament. In 
the begiming of the reign ef 
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James I, the Puritans, finding 
themselves aggrieved with some 
things existing in the established 
church, desired leave to present 
. the king a petition for redress. 
This was granted. One thing re- 
quested by them was that there 
might be a new translation of the 
Bible. As there appear to have 
been no objections to this meas- 
ure, it was immediately adopted 
by the king. By his command, 
filty-four. of the most Jearned 
scholars and divines of the Uni- 
yersities of Oxford and Cambridge, 
were Cesignated to the perform- 
ance of this great work. 
them dying soon after their ap- 
pointment, the work was execu- 
ted by forty-seven. They were 


‘ation from .the original tongues ; 
to compare caretully with the 
translations then existing ; and to 
examine all the moderna translations 
of the French, Dutch, German, 
and other languages, The trans- 
fators arranged themselves in six 
eompanies. Each of these had 
' their respective portion of the 
sacred books. When they had 
completed their work, the part of 
each class was examined by all 
the others. And no passage pas- 
ed till it was approved by the 
whole. ‘The work employed five 
years. Jt was begun in 1606, 
and finished in 1611. After it 
was completed, it was revised by 
other persons of the greatest learn- 
ing and piety, and published with 
the dedication to the king, now 
coaxaigzed in our Bibles. —Except- 
in some partial and limited trans- 
lations siuce that time, these are 
ail the translations of the: scrip- 
wares that have been made in our 
language. It is hard to conceive 
ef any method in which a trans- 
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executed, than the one in which 
our present one was made. It 
may also be added, that all learn- 
ed and pious men, who have ex- 
amined this translation for two 
hundred years, have pronounced 
it an accurate and faithful trans- 
lation. This was the opinion of 
the late President Stiles, than 
whom, perhaps, there has never 
been a more competent judge ig 
this state. It is, undoubtedly, 
one of the best translations to be 
found in any modern language. 
This English translation is now 


read by more people than any 


| 





other version of the scriptures ex- 
isting. It ought to be a grateful 
reflection with us that it was per- 
formed at the request of the vene- 
rable Puritans, who, a few years 
after, commenced the settlement 
of New England. ‘This great 
awvork was the result of the exer- 
tions and prayers of those conse- 
crated souls, whose devoted feet 
left the foot-steps of their fathers 
to traverse these unhallowed fields. 

“3. The sacted history contained 
in the holy scriptures is all that is 
necessary for the church of God. 
It was never the design of the 
Holy Spirit to gratify the schol- 
ar with the particular history of 
nations. The sole object is to 
give a concise view of the people 
of God through the lapse of ages, 
and occasional sketches of the 
history of other people, sufficient 
to illustrate the general character 
of divine providence. Here we 
may notice the peculiar wisdom 
of the most High, in bringing 
down the scripture history to the 
time when pagan history begins 
to be authentic. There 1s no- 
thing certain among profane his- 
torians, .earlier than about the 
time of the Babylonishcaptivity.— 


s#lion coald be more satisfactorily | From that period, the Greek and 











Latin histories are authentic, and 
we can learn the great events of 
the providence of God from those 
sources. It is remarkable that 
Herodotus, who is called by lite- 
rary writers the father of history, 
was cotemporary with Ezra, and | 
Nehemiah, and the prophet Mala- | 
chi. Thucydides and Xenophon | 
soon followed, and every age since 
has produced historians. Thus _ 
we have, in the historical books | 
of scripture, a plain and correct 
account of creation, of the origin | 
and progress of nations, of the 
origin and advancement of the | 
arts of life, and a connected his- | 
tory of mankind, particularly of 
the people of God, down to the | 
time of Nehemiah, a period of | 
3550 years. From that time to 
the present, infinite wisdom has 
taken care that the great events 
of divine providence among men 
should be recorded and transmit- 
ted to succeeding times by thou- 
sands of authors.—A_ particular 
history, under the guidance of the 
Spirit of truth, of the life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ, of his 
apostles, and the first planting of 
Christianity, was needful to the 
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_ to bring into view the true charac- 


ter of God, as illustrated in the 
works of his providence ; particu- 
larly, in his various dealings with 
his visible people. Here we see 
his goodness, his wisdom, his 
power, and his justice. Here we 
behold the performance of his pro- 
mises, the execution of his tbreat- 


_enings, his long suffering forbear- 


ance, and his infinite grace. In 
all true history the attentive read- 
er will discover the same great 
truths, which are primarily brought 
into view by the inspired writers. 
The same character of man, and 
the same eharacter of God, the 
same character of the wicked, 
and the same character of the 
tighteous, are to be found in the 
history of all nations of men. Ii: 
the convulsions of empires, in the 
strifes of ambition, in the desola- 
tions of war, in the intrigues oi 
senates, in the sufferings of the op- 
pressed, in the vast varicty of in- 
dividual character, the pious ob- 
server will discover the over ruling 
hand of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, regulating and restraining 
the whole. He will see all events 
rendered subservient to the inter- 





church of God ; and this is sup- 
plied in the gospels, and the book 


of the acts of the apostles. The | 


ests of the church of God ; he will 
behold the ancient prophecies of 
his word constantly elucidated by 


remainder of the history of the | the occurrence of predicted events; 
Christian church is left to unin- {he will see things in a general 
spired pens. Oh, the wisdom and | preparation for the accomplish- 


goodness of the holy King of 
Zion ! 


| ment of all his revealed purposes 


which are yet unperformed. The 


4. In view of this extensive | attentive reader of history, both 


qubject, we perceive what ever 
ought to be the great obiect in all 
reading of history. {t is to be- 
bold the character of God, and 
learn the ways of his providence. 
The least attention to the bisto- 
rical books of the scriptures will 
convince any one that the great 
Object of the inspired writers is 


sacred and profane, will perccive 
that innocence and virtue are al- 
| ways safe in the hands of the holy 
Governor of the world, that though 
wickedness may prosper for a sea- 
son, in the end, it shall surely be 
overthrown. He will see the vani- 
ty of all human glory, the empti- 
‘ness ofambition, the deceitfulness 
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of wealth, the delusions of popular 
fame, the unsatisfactory nature of 
power, the shortness of life, and the 
unceasing disappointment of human 
hope. He will see the miseries 
of this world, all the effect of the 
lusts and passions of men, and that 
the only reasonable prospect for 
an immortal being is in the holy 
unchanging kingdom of the Re- 
deemer. 

5. Our subject calls us to re- 
member, with humble gratitude, 
the great things which God has 
done for us. 


fit is there of circumcision ? Much 
every way : chiefly, because that 
unto them were committed the 
oracles of God.” ‘The most High 
distinguished the people of his 
ancrent covenant with great mer- 
cies. ‘The greatest of which was 
that he gave them the holy scrip- 
tures. All this has he done for us. 
While he has suffered the deluded 
sons of Mahomet to be groping for 
ages in the vagaries of the Alco- 
ran, while the miserable votaries 
of paganism have been trembling 
before their idol divinities, and 
polluting their souls with every 
rite of profaneness and corruption, 
we have the sacred word of truth, 
which ‘* the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven ; which things the 
angels desire to look into.”— 
‘** Great is the mystery of godli- 
ness: God was manifest in the 
ficsh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gen- 
tiles, believed on in the worid, re- 
ccived up into glory.” Yet is all 
this mystery, the mystery of God 
manifest in the flesh, with the great 
end for which it was done, and the 
great objects which will be accom- 
plished by it, clearly made known 
to us in the holy scriptures of truth. 
S:nall indeed, comparetively, is 


** What advantage | 
then hath the Jew ? Or what pro- | 


the number of our fellow-men, 
who enjoy this heavenly treasure, 
but, through the mercy of God, 
and through the prayers of our fa- 
thers, to us the five talents are 
committed. 

What have we done for God 
while he has done every thing for 
us? How do we impfove this 
inestimable treasure which he has 
deposited in our hands ? Is it our 
bosom companion, our teacher by 
day, our meditation by night ; or 
| is it suffered to lie neglected, while 
interest and pleasure occupy all 
our thoughts ? Those who neg- 
lect their Bibles leave the fields o/ 
heaven to gather food on the bleak 
marshes of frozen philosophy.— 
How shall we spend life with pro- 
priety ? The essayists can part- 
ly inform us. How shall we spend 
eternity in glory ? The word oi 
God, alone, can tel].—What arc 
we, what are our hopes, our pros- 
pects? Ask the learned sons oi 
philosophy. Ask the followers ot 
eastern superstition. A few prob- 
| abilities, a few idle dreams, are 
| all that they can give. Ask the 
; word of God. The veil is now 
‘removed, the mists are cleared 
;away, the Sun of righteousness 
arises in his splendor, it is all 
' unclouded day.—Open the sacrec 
| pages, the hill of Zion rises to 
| View, inviting the longing pilgrim 
to ascend and rest, and rest forev- 
erin the embraces of his God. 
Are you in sorrow? The worc 
of God contains inexhaustible con- 
solation. Are you in darkness: 
Go to that holy light which light- 
ens the path of the just more anc 
more, unto the perfect day. Are 
you longing for the enlargement ot 
Zion, waiting and pleading for the 
| consolations of Israel? Go to the 
' unchanging promises of God, giv- 
‘en in his word, give thanks, re- 
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joice, and hope. Are you per- 
plexed with the mysteries of his 
providence ? At the same source, 
Jearn the perfection of divine wis- 
dom, Jearn to be still and adore. 
6. How sure are the interests 
of Zion. In looking over the his- 
torical books of scripture, we see 
Jehovah taking the little flock of 
his people, defending them from 
enemies, and rescuing them from 
innumerable dangers. ‘There we 
see the Lord Jesus performing 
what is declared of him by the 
prophet, ‘‘ He shall feed his flock 
like a shepherd: he shall gather 
the lambs with his arms, and car- 
ry them in his bosom.” Thus did 
he take the littie band, wandering, 
hopeless, through Eden’s solitary 
way, with no hope but the mourn- 
ful promise of the garden, and 
point their faith to the promised 
seed, and their souls to immottali- 
ty. When Abel offered his ac- 
ceptable sacrifice, and sealed it 
with his blood, the sinking parents 
were upheld by the promises of 
grace. When all flesh had cor- 
rupted themselves, and the church 
were compelled to fly, Jehovah 
provided the ark, and housed the 
little band in the presence of their 
Saviour. When idolatry again 
overspread the world, he called 
his servant from Chaldea, and 
promised to be his God and the 
God of his seed for ever. Them 
he has never forgotten. He deliv- 
ered them from the oppressions of 
Egypt, carried them through the 
wilderness, saved them from the 
devices of all their enemies, res- 
cued them from the strong arm of 
Assyrian power, and kept them in 
safety, till the desire of all nations 
came to his temple, and laid the 
foundation of Zion cn a rock that 
can never be shaken. In the dark- 
est times, he raised up prophets 
Vor. VIN, NA, 9. 





and witnesses to stand for God, to 
testify his truth, and proclaim his 
love. Zion’s God is still on the 
throne. His most glorious prom- 
ises are yet unaccomplished. [is 
truth has assured us that all ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation 
of God.—Look down the vista of 
futurity, see the sinking church 
arise, its enemies are confounded, 
it emerges from the darkness of 
ages, the Sun of Righteousness ari- 
ses in his glory, the countless sons 
of faith and hope from the distant 
corners of the earth throng her 
temple gate, the songs of redeem- 
ing gtace are watied on every 
breeze ;—Oh, let me die in the 
Lord, and for ever enjoy the vis- 
ions of his glory. 

7. The holy scriptures of truth 
will, one day, overspread the earth. 
From the days of Moses to the 
present time, the sacred volume 
has been, to a great part of man- 
kind, a hallowed casket, unknown 
and unenjoyed. This cannot al- 
ways be thecase. The kingdom 
of Christ must fill the world, and 
the inspired volume is always the 
harbinger of the erection of this 
kingdom. The prophet Daniely 
revealing the dream of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, says, “ Thou sawest till 
that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image up- 
on his feet,—and the stone that 
smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.” John saw an “ angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the 
everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.” These prom- 
ises are sure ; and we are permit- 
ted to see them rapidly accom- 
plishing. This day the holy 
scriptures are traversing the earth, 
and opening heavenly truth upon 
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eyes which never before saw the 
light of the Redeemer.—Are we 
interested in the work of the di- 
vine Saviour ? Do our souls swell 
at the prospects of his glory ? Lord 
Jesus, fulfil thy purposes. Send 
thy gospel through the earth. Let 
the great family of Adam behold 
thy grace. Let heaven and earth 
unite in the praises of redeeming 
love. 
ato 


ON THE INEFFICACY OF DEATH-BED 
RETRACTIONS AND WARNINGS. 


T is a fact, which, if not of such 
frequent recurrence, would be 

not less wonderful, than melan- 
choly, that mankiud so generally 
fail to derive substantial benefit 
from the lessons, which the expe- 
rience of others supplies. They 
see their fellow men rushing into 
errors, burdening themselves with 
guilt and remorse, and involving 
themselves in woe and ruin, and 
still they madly press forward, in 
the same devious and fatal path. 
Instead of being intimidated and 
rendered wise and circumspect, 
by the poignant sufferings and the 
terrrible catastrophes of others, 
they act as if incurably bent on 
determining by desperate experi- 


ment, whether those causes, which | 


have brought upon others only an- 
guish and perdition, may not be 
harmless to them, or even ensure 
to them safety, peace and joy. 
The effects upon his country- 
men, Which followed from the 
conversion of St. Paul, were such, 
as are clearly at war with every 
dictate of reason, and such, as 
must have balked all calculation, 
not made under a full conviction 
and a strong sense of the extreme 
obliquity of the human heart, and 
of the almost untameab!e obstina- 
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cy of prejudice and passion. This 
astonishing event never led them 
to suspect, that the Christian relj- 
gion might be of heavenly origin- 
al ; it never induced them to 
scrutinize its evidences and char- 
aeter, in the spirit of meekness 
and impartiality ; and it had no 
tendency to prepare them to ac- 
knowledge the Saviour’s mission, 
to welcome his instructions, and 
to bow to his authority. Yet to 
any tind, judging independently 
of all reference to the wayward 
spirit, which actuates mankind 
and so often governs their deci- 
sions, such consequences must ap- 
pear to have been almost inevitable. 
A singular phenomenon exists, 
and a solution of it is demanded, 
What solution can be discovered, 
which shall not invalidate the 
opinion of the Jews, and establish 
the truth of Christianity, on an 
immoveable basis ? The most 
zealous votary and the most reso- 
lute and hardy champion of the 
Jewish religion, the most bitter 
foe, and the most daring and ac- 
live opposer of the gospel of 
Christ, and ihe man of blameless 
morals and of unimpeached and 
unsuspected sincerity, in his at- 
tachments, abandons at once the 
cause, which he had warmly and 
laboriously supported, for that 
which ke had virulently abhorred, 
and fiercely and cruelly resisted. 
He forsakes those, whom he had 
fondly loved, and unites with those 
| whom he had regarded with ran- 
corous hatred. He quits a na- 
tion, and joins a party, insignifi- 
cant in its numbers. . He leaves 
the great, the honorable, the opu- 
lent and the mighty, and asso- 
ciates himself with the despised, 
the poor, the odious and the de- 
fenceless. Ie renounces pros- 
‘pects, singularly f2ir, of honor an¢ 
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distinction, of wealth and power, 
of ease and pleasure, and subjects 
himself to penury and contempt, 
to hardship and persecution, to 
peril and suffering. It is appa- 
‘rent, that to this course he must 
have been urged by motives, the 
most imperious. No considera- 
tions, but such as could not be 
withstood, could have been suf- 
ficient to extort such sacrifices, 
and to impel him to dare so many 
and so formidable evils. Not a 
single inducement calculated to 
operate upon a corrupt mind ; 
not the faintest encouragement, 
suited to allure a_ time-serving 
spirit, could have lain before him. 
When the Jew came to enquire, 
what, then, could bave prompted 
him to resign all, that the heart 
most fondly cherishes, and to brave 
all, that the mind of man most 
reluctantly incurs and most pain- 
fully supports, he would have 
discovered, that nothing, short of 
supposing him under the influence 
of the wildest lunacy, could fur- 
nish a solution of his conduct, if 
the account, he gave of the rea- 
sons, which governed him, should 
be rejected as fabulous. Pursu- 
ing the subject further, the infer- 
ence would not be a remote nor a 
dubious one, that, if what he af- 
firms, actually occurred, Chris- 
tianity is a religion, which justly 
claims God as its author, and that 
it is at the hazard of the soul, that 
it is hated and scorned. Who, 
therefore, would not imagine it a 
rational expectation, that an oc- 
currence, so extraordinary, and if 
Christianity be untrue, so inexpli- 
cable, as the conversion of the 
Apostle, must have shaken the un- 
belief of the Jews, have subdued 
their prejudices and prepared 
them to admit,.without hesitation, 
the claims of Christ to be the long 


anticipated Messiah? But such 
an expectation poorly accords 
with the sacred history. The 
marvellous change, in the charac- 
ter andconduct of St. Paul, had no 
salutary operation upon his coun- 
trymen. Instead of diminishing 
their hatred and inclining them to 
embrace Christianity, it only in- 
flamed them with fiend-like ma- 
lignity towards himself, and insti- 
gated them to a nefarious confede- 
racy to imbrue their hands in his 
blood, 

The nature of man is not chang- 
ed. The elapse of ages has not 
meliorated his character. He is 
the same depraved being now, 
that he appeared eighteen centu- 
ries ago. With the same stub- 
born pertinacity does he hold fast 
error, with the same determined 
perseverance does he pursue the 
wayward path, which he has ta- 
ken, and with the same hardy 
contempt, or senseless indiffer- 
ence does he regard the various 
and solemn warnings, which eith- 
er the conduct, the loud remon- 
strances and affecting entreaties, 
or the appalling wretchedness of 
those, around him, may afford. 

It is at times the fact, that the 
staunchest of infidels abandons his 














principles of unbelief, and with 
deep contrition traces his way 
back to Christianity ; that the 
dupe of the licentious opinion, 
that all shall find salvation, that 
God has no wrath in store for the 
sinner, and that he who serveth 
him, and he who serveth him not, 
shall fare alike, renounces the 
long and fondly indulged delusion, 
and fixes his hope of heaven on 
the basis, which the gospel di- 
rects; and that the scoffer and the 
profligate gives up his contempt of 
truth and duty, resigns his vices, 
an’, humble and broken hearted, 
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commences a: life of virtue and 
piety. But what effect bas the 
change in their characters upon 
their companions in infidelity, er- 
ror and guilt? Perhaps, not an 
individual, influenced by their 
conduct, joins the standard of 
Christ. Even their proselytes, 
those, whom they initiated in the 
mysteries of infidelity, whom they 
instructed in falsehood and train- 
ed to vice, now disregard them 
and refuse to relinquish opinions, 
which they taught them, and to 
forsake courses of sin, which they 
first prompted them to pursue.— 
They find a wide disparity be- 
tween the efforts, requisite to se- 
duce, and those, necessary to re- 
form ; and it becomes a source of 
ihe keenest remorse, and of tor- 
turing regret, that they have done 
irreparable mischief, that they 
have led astray, fiom truth, vir- 
tue and salvation, those, whom it 
is beyond their power to recal 
from their wanderings. It is a 
surprising fact, and yet not more 
surprising, than true, that the 
opinions of a man shall be, with 
many, little short of oracular, 
while those opinions are in favor 
of scepticism, of error and vice ; 
but, if his principles are entirely 
and almost miraculously changed, 
and changed undeniably from full 
and solemn conviction, he shall 
forfeit, perhaps, the whole of his 
influence, even with his warmest 
admirers, and loudest encomiasts. 

But, however strange and in- 
explicable the little effect which 
other circumstances produce upon 
the feelings and conduct of man- 
kind, may appear, nothing can 
surpass, in singularity, the inef- 
heacy of death-bed retractions 
and warnings, and nothing can be 
more flimsy and futile, than the 





pretences, upon which they are 
often disregarded. 

It is, to a very wide extent, the 
fact, that unbelievers, at the near 
approach of death, virtually, if 
not expressly, renounce their sen- 
timents, as unfounded and fatal, 
and, except where animated by 
the hopes of the Gospel, leave ihe 
world in anxiety and alarm, if not 
in horror. The close of Voltaire’s 
life was a scene that might make 
the most callous heart ache, Hume, 
as his nurse declares, ‘‘ died in 
horror,” and the very account of 
Dr. Smith, which ascribes to him 
so much cheerfulnes, affords no 
slight ground for the suspicion, 
that the whole truth has not been 
told. The final hour of Gibbon 
was cheerless and wretched. The 
last days of Paine were days of 
gloom and wo, and decisively 
prove, that he had no confidence, 
that his rejection of Christianity 
was well-founded, or rather they 
fully evince, that he was visited 
with tormenting forebodings, that 
ihe religion, which he lad scorned 
and reviled, would be found a re- 
ligion from God. ‘There is indeed, 
occasionally an individual, who 
maintains, tothe last, the semblance 
of an unwavering adherence to his 
principles of unbelief. But it is 
obviously a daring and determin- 
ed show of confidence, supported 
by studied thoughtlessness and ps- 
culiar hardihood of mind, not the 
result of sober and dispassionate 
conviction ; a show to which false 
notions of honor, and fears of the 
disgrace of his party and of the 
taunt of cowardice, together with 
the pride of self-consistency, 1m- 
pel him. The mass of the vota- 
ries of infidelity, however, and 
among them some of her ablest 
and boldest champions, as they 
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draw near the grave trembte, and 
if they forbear explicitly acknowl- 
edging the truth of revelation, dis- 
tinctly manitest, that the assurance 
of their unbelief is broken, and 
that they are haunted by agonizing 
apprehensions, that at the bar of | 
Christ they must answer for the | 
denial of his mission, their rejec- 
tion of his instructions, and their | 
contempt e/ his authority, for the | 
obloquy, ridicule and scorn, which | 
they have cast upon him, upon his | 
cause, and his friends, and for that | 
corruption and guilt and woe, into | 
which they have aided in plunging | 
their fellow-men. What effect | 
have circumstances, like these, up- | 
on their brethren in infidelity, 
who survive ? Little, at the best, 
and perhaps none whatever ; 
unless to prompt them to ex- 
press contemptuous pity for what 
they term their weakness, and to 
hold up their fears to bitter deris- 
ion. ‘They proceed on, in the di- 
rection, which they were previous- 
Jy pursuing, till death comes upon 
them, and in their turn, they prove 
wretched monitors to others, who 
refuse to take warning. 

They may not, indeed, be des- 
titute of reasons to bring forward | 
in vindication of their conduct. 
As an opiate to their consciences, | 
aud the means of preserving the | 
iranquillity of their minds wpinter- | 
rupted, they may allege, that, | 
with weakness of body, mental | 
imbecility is produced, and that, | 
ior a man to renounce infidelity on | 
his death-bed is, therefore, no | 
proof, that it is actually untenable, 
and deserves no serious regard. A 
debilitated understanding and the 
instinctive dread of death, which 
is felt by all, conspiring with the 
dejected and gloomy countenances 
of his friends, sink his spirits, ren- 














ter him timid and superstitious 


and haunt his mind with fantastic 
and visionary terrors.—Hence, his 
opinions possess no weight and can 
justly claim no deference. 

To this reasoning of the unbe- 
believer, however specious it may 
appear, it might be sufficient to 
reply, that infidels, who have 
given up their sceptical notions, 
have, in numerous instances, died 
in the full possession of al] their 
intellectual powers. But instead 
of insisting upon this fact, we ob- 
serve, that a man, when his mind 
is enfeebled by disease, provided 
he be able to think, to remember 
and to reason at all, will adhere 
with not less firmness, than when 
in health, to those opinions, of the 
truth of which he was before cer- 
tain. What, if some mathemati- 
cal proposition, which, when in 
health, he had demonstrated to his 
entire satisfaction, should be men- 
tioned to asick man? Would he 
in the least call in question its cor- 
rectness, although then unable a- 
gain to go through the process, by 
which the demonstration was ac- 
complished ? Would he not say at 
once, ** When in health, and in 
the complete enjoyment and vig- 
orous exercise of my understand- 
ing, I long and carefully examined 
that proposition, and effectually 
demonstrated its truth? I again 
and again went through the demon- 
stration, 1 omitted no care, I 
grudged no labour ; and possess 
the firmest assurance, an assurance, 
not to be shaken, that there was no 
flaw in the premises, no mistake 
in the process, and no error in the 
conclusion. The truth of the pro- 
position I, therefore, still believe, 
without a shadow of doubt.” 

Why does not the dying infidel 
reason in a similar manner? Why 
does he not say, ** When in health, 
when my mind was strong and ac- 
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tive, when my memory was sound, 
and my judgment clear, I examin- 
ed the truth of the Christian reli- 
sion. I investigated the subject 
with a circumspection, a diligence 
and an impartiality, commensurate 
with the sacred character, which 
that religion claims, and with the 





momentous consequence of the in- 
tercsts, which it involves. I am} 
sure, that there was no negligence, 


established on a solid foundation 
why does he tremble, as he ap- 
proaches the grave, and why, in 
that awful hour, which tries the 
soul, does he renounce, as dely- 
sive and ruinous, his irreligious 
tenets ? The truth is, that he ne- 
ver possessed any such assurance, 
substantiated by adequate proof, 
and to possess it does not lie with- 
in the range of possibflity. The 


no prejudice, and no error in my | infidel disbelieved, because he 
examination, and tbe result was aj was hostile to the truths, which 
complete and unhesitating convic- | the gospel contains, to the re- 


tion, that it falsely pretends to a | 
divine original. Iam now brought | 


Straints, which it imposes, to the 
duties, which it demands, and to 


low by disease. My mind largely | the sanctions, which it exhibits. 


participates in the debility and | 


janguor of my body. 1 cannot again 
go over my inquiries. I cannot 
summon up to view all the facts, 
on which my reasoning was groun- 
ded, nor retrace the course of ar- 
gumentation, by which I arrived 
at my conclusion. But { am cer- 
tain, that it was fairly drawn, and 
that it rested on a substantial 
basis. To all the interrogations of 
mankind, ‘‘ what if you are de- 
ceived ?” to all the suggestions of 
weak and suspicious timidity, and 
to all the chimeras of officious and 
busy fancy, I can reply, that once 
Thad an assurance of the truth of 
my opinions, supported by reasons, 
ample and satisfactory. These 
reasons I cannot now cali to re- 


membrance and examinc : but my | 


assurance I still retain, and I can 
boldly bid all dreams of danger, 
al imaginary terrors, defiance.— 
They disturb not my sure and 
settled repose ; they interrupt not 
my firm and tried tranquillity.” 
Why does not the dying infidel, 
by reflections like these, sustain his 
drooping courage and soothe his 
throbbing heart? If he ever pos- 
sessed a full assurance of the false- 
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Its doctrines are abasing to that 
pride of intellect, which almost 
scorns to receive lessons from hea- 
venly wisdom, and to that pride 
of virtue, which arrogates to itself 
distinguished excellence and abun- 
dant merit. Its restraints curb 
passions, which he is eager to in- 
dulge, and deter him from courses 
of criminal gratification, which he 
is bent on pursuing. Its duties 
are an irksome drudgery, at which 
all the feelings of his soul revolt. 
Its sanctions are tremendous, and 
to sin, with the persuasion of a 
day of reckoning and of a state 
of fearful retribution, would poi- 
son all the delights of iniquity and 
mingle gall in the cup of pleasure. 
Because unwilling to believe, he 
doubts. He is able to start here 
and there a difficulty, and to 
conjure up here and there an ob- 
jection ; none of them, toa hum- 
ble, well-informed and dispassion- 
ate mind, of serious moment. With 
these he fortifies his doubts, till, 
finally, they rise to a degree ot 
strength, bordering on persuasion. 
The alarming aspect of death ren- 
ders him honest. It dashes to the 
ground the shield, which corrupt” 


hood of Christianity, an assurance, | desires and abandoned habits had 
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interposed between him and con- 
viction, and truth flashes upon his 
mind to alarm and torment him. 
He at length knows, that he never 
had reasons, sufficient to warrant 
him in rejecting and reviling Chris- 
tianity ; and he now feels, in his 
inmost soul, a deep and an invol- 
untary impression, that it is true, 
and awakes to anguish and horror. 

We feel ourselves impelled to 
pause and observe here, how strong 
the evidence in support of Chris- 
tianity must be, since it has car- 
ried conviction to the minds of 
millions of the wisest and most 
learned of mankind, by whom 
this religion has been not only re- 
vered and loved, but also cherisb- 
ed and defended by their labors 
and often by their blood ; and 
since none of its adversaries, how- 
ever pre-emiment for intellectual 
greatness, and however signalized, 
by the extent of their researches, 
and the compass and variety of 
their knowledge, nor even all its 
toes, by their combined efforts, 
bave been able to disprove its 
claims, so as ensure the unbeliev- 
er confidence and tranquillity, in 
that awful hour, when he is called 
to go and make the eventful and 
momentous trial, whether it be 
{rom God, or not. 

The reasoning by which inf- 
dels attempt to account, without 
injury to their cause, for the dis- 
may and retractions of their breth- 
ren, when on a dying bed, is most 
inconclusive and fallacious. It 
fails totally of solving the difficul- 
ties, which it professes to remove, 
and, were they not in love with 
darkness, did they not wish to 
shun conviction, they would read, 
in the last hours of those, who 
have rejected Christianity, appal- 
ling lessons, on the weakness and 
the dangers of unbelief. But, with 











infatuation, as blind, as it is de- 
plorable and fatal, they disregard 
every admonition, they close their 
minds against every appeal, ad- 
dressed either to their judgments, 
their consciences, or their hearts, 
and press on to that awtul preci- 
pice, down which those, who have 
gone before them, have plunged 
beyond the reach of mercy and 
the visits of hope.—Olten, in the 
closing period of life, those, who 
have been cheered in health by 
the soothing persuasion, that all, 
of every character, are destined 
to heaven, find their belief shaken, 
become convinced, that they have 
been resting upon the sand, and 
dare no longer trust to so frail a 
basis their eternal hopes. In bitter 
retrospection and tormenting fears, 
they pass the remnant of their 
days, and in agoning anxiety, 
they enter the world of spirits ; 
except, in those favored instances, 
in which, from humble faith and 
heart-felt contrition, hope arises 
to irradiate and bless the hour of 
their departure. Others, however, 
who accorded with them in senti- 
ment, are perhaps, only led to re- 
gret the influence of disease upon 
the mind, paralyzing its operations 
and inspiring it with chimerical, 
apprehensions, or they proceed to 
deride them, as the dupes of cow- 
ardice and superstition, who basely 
desert, at last, the cause, which they 
had espoused. In that trying day, 
the man of virtue, who had disbe- 
lieved the reality of vital religion, 
and who had adopted and strenu- 
ously maintained the opinion, that 
mere common-place morality would 
answer in the room of Christian 
holiness, and the lax religionist, 
who had fixed his dependance on 
the rites of bis church, on out- 
ward regularity, and a decent at- 
tention to the form of godliness, 
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become alarmed, give up, as un- 
tenable, their refuges of lies, and 
obtaia no relief from the goadings 
ef remorse, and the apprehensions 
ef fear, unless, in mercy, they 
are led to find peace at the foot of 
the cross. But those, who resem- 
bled them, instead of being led 
to amend their own opinions, as- 
cribe their change of sentiment to 
imbecility of mind, generated by 
disease, perhaps sneeringly pity 
their delusion, and continue to en- 
courage themselves with the shad- 
ow, while they coldly disregard, 
or contemptuously spurn the sub- 
stance, of moral and religious ex- 
cellence. 

Those, who have neglected the 
blessings of the gospel, and lived 
only for the present world, when 
they come to lie on a dying bed, 
unless the mind be stupified, and 
the feelings blunted by the dead- 
ening operation of disease, or they 
be cursed with so sore a judgment, 
as a seared conscience and a com- 
plete dereliction of the Divine 
Spirit, awake to a sense of their 
guiit and their folly. Bitterly do 
they deplore their disregard of God 
and salvation, the means of grace 
undervalued and slighted, the pre- 
cious day of mercy and hope prod- 
igally wasted, or grossly misem- 
ployed, and the wonderful pa- 
tience of heaven contemned or 
heinously abused. With glad- 
ness, eager and joyful beyond ex- 
pression, were it in their power, 
would they recal the time, which 
las passed away, and possess once 
nore the opportunities of becom- 
sng wise and holy and happy, 
which are gone forever. With 
hearts, swelling with anguish, and 
with eyes, gushing with tears, do 
they bewail their infatuation ; 
and, in strains of solemn admoni- 
etion, and of warm and pathetie in- 
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treaty, do they urge those, around 
them, not to esteem religion, a 
subject, which demands attention 
only by the by, and not to defer 
till their sun is going down, all 
concern for the soul, all thought of 
eternity, all preparation for heay- 
en. He, who has not again and 
again witnessed death-bed relent. 
ings and death-bed regrets and 
warnings, cannot often have min- 
istered at the couches of the sick 
and dying, or often have been 
present to behold the scenes there 
exhibited, scenes, which, if any 
method of instruction were, of it- 
self, adequate to teach man wis- 
dom, would leave none, who come 
within reach of their influence, 
uninstructed and unreformed. 
What is the effect, which oc 
currences, like these, produce up 
on those who observe them ? They 
may make a transient impression, 
may excite heart-felt commisera- 
tion, draw forth the tear of pity, 
and impel to some laudable pur- 
poses, that they will carefully a- 
void a condition so wretched, a 
close of life so awful. But the 
intervention of a few days dead- 
ens their sensibility, allays their 
fears, erases from their memory 
the vivid recollection of the re- 
cent spectable of wo, and gives io 
the winds all thought and design 
of an immediate and effeciual at- 
tention to their immortal interests. 
Often, and deplorably often, i 
it the fact, that individuals, who 
have hung suspended over the 
grave, whose bosoms have there 
been wrung wiih remorse and 
agitated by fear, and who have 
with prayers and tears implored 
longer life, that they might seek 
and find salvation, when, beyond 
all hope, they have been calied 
back from the gates of death, 
forget their feelings and intreaties. 














their purposes and vows and pass 
on as heedless, as before, of reli- 
gion, of judgment and eternity. 
Perhaps, with weak and disgrace- 
ful shame, they may blush on ac- 
cout of their alarm, or, with shock- 
ing effrontery and presumption, 
they may even laugh at their ter- 
rors, as idle and ignominious. 

Thus to disregard the retrac- 
tions and warnings, which death- 
beds afford, is to act with some- 
thing, worse, than the thoughtless- 
ness and delusion of childhood, 
which never thinks of dangers, 
which are out of sight. It isa 
near approach to idiot folly or 
maniac infatuation. 

** A death-bed’s a detector 
of the heart.” 

Awiul and alarming, beyond 
all that we may now imagine, it 
will fearfully try our souls. It 
will render us honest and rouse us 
to a knowledge of our real char- 
acters. It will brush away the 
deception, which, we may have 
practised upon ourselves, con- 
vince us of the falsehood of our 
principles, and display to us the 
unsoundness of our virtues and 
the futility of our hopes. It will 
operate upon our minds, as upon 
those of others. If we act with 
common prudence, therefore, we 
shall fear to rest our dearest inter- 
ests, upon a foundation, which crum- 
bles from beneath them, when most 
they need support. The tenets, 
which they at last renounce, if 
we hold them fast, till the closing 
scene, we shall then find to be un- 
tennable. The confidence and ex- 
pectations, which fail them, will 
also fail us, and into that wo, and 
ruin, into which they sink, shall 
we descend. 

Happy would it be for all, would 
they learn to profit by the errors 
and the falls of others. When 
Vo -rVHIL. No. 9. 
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those, who have coincided with us 
in our opinions, and who have ac- 
companied us in our practice, 
abandon us, and embrace different 
principles, and enter upon a new 
course of life, it is a warning to 
us, to survey the ground, on which 
we stand, and sound discretion 
must loudly demand, that we 
should awake to the most full, rigid, 
cautious, and dispassionate exami- 
nation of our sentiments and our 
conduct. If we would comply 
with what is alike the injunction 
of duty and interest, we must 
make it an object of constant and 
watchful care, to adopt no princi- 
ple, to perform no action and to re- 
ly on no traits of character, which 
will not abide every trial, the 
strictest test of divine truth, the 
severest scrutiny of our own con- 
sciences, the solemn trial of a dy- 
ing hour, and the fiery trial of a 
day of judgment. [ Adviser. 


ES 


On the Application of Prophecy to 


passing Events. 


_— prophecies of God, given 
us in his word, were commu- 
nicated to the church for the most 
important purposes, and have ever 
been productive of the most salu- 
tary effects. They were designed, 
and they have ever had the effect, 
to confirm the faith of the people of 
God, to support them under their 
afilictions, to strengthen their at- 
tachment to the interests of Zion, 
and to engage their steady fidelity 
in the service of their Lord. They 
have also been a perpetual shield 
to the believer against the assaults 
of infidelity, affording, at all times, 
an irresistible argument in confirm- 
ation of the testimony which God 
has given to his people. But, as 
ae 
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if these privileges of the word of 
prophecy were not sufficient, it has 
usually been one of the errors of 
the visible church, to make the 
divine prophecies, to a certain 
extent a subject of curiosity, to 
aid the speculations of the states- 
man and the prilosopher, or for 
the support of some favorite hu- 
man theory. 

In our attention to this subject, 
we shall first consider some of the 
principal objects for which the 
prophecies contained in the scrip- 
tures are evidently given: and 
then take notice of the impropri- 
ety of making a hasty application 
of divine predictions to present 
cvents. 

The holy scriptures abound with 
prophecy, and this is one of the 
striking characteristics of their 
divine original. It is the prerog- 
ative of God alone to remove the 
veil from futurity and declare 
events that are yet tocome. Man 
‘** knows not what shall be on the 
morrow.” ‘The earliest prophecy 
that is found in the word of God is 
given by himself, in his memora- 
ble address to the parents of our 
race immediately aiter their great 
transgression. According to the 
order in which they sinned against 
him, he first addresses the serpent, 
then the woman, and thcn the 
man. In his address to each are 
found declarations and threatenings 
which respected all future times, 
and which have been performed 
in every succeeding age ; while 
the address to the serpeut contains 
a promise cf grace, in behalf of 
those whom he had seduced, etmn- 
bracing all the blessedness ever to 
be enjoyed by the children of 
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shalt bruise his heel.’ All the 
succeeding promises of Christ, 
all the prophetic declarations con- 
cerning the blessedness to be de- 
rived from his mediatorial work, 
and the perpetual conflict to be 
maintained between sin and right- 
eousness, are no more than con- 
firmations and illustrations of this 
first divine prophecy. In afler 
times, many of the patriarchs and 
saints, as well as those who are 
appropriately denominated proph- 
els, were endued, at times, by the 
Spirit of God, with the gift of 
prophecy, and declared events 
that were to come. The most of 
the prophecies contained in the 
scriptures have been fulfilled. 
Many, however, remain unaccon- 
plished, and we have evidence 
sufficient that all these will be ful- 
filled in the holy appointments of 
God. 

A primary object, for which the 
prophecies and promises of God 
have been given and recorded in 
his word, is, evidently, to fix the 
attention of men on him and his 
government, in all the events of 
his providence. Nothing is more 
characteristic of the wicked than 
a forgetfulness of God. ‘ God is 
not in all their thoughts ;” and the 
language of their hearts is “* De- 
part from us; for we desire not 
the knowledge of thy ways. 
Through the prevalent influence 
of sin, all are inclined to forget 
the character, the presence, and 
the government of Jehovah, who 
ought, at all times, to be feared 
and loved. ‘The heavy judgments 
which were sent upon Nebuchad- 
hezzat are represented as design- 
ed to bring him to a thorough con- 


men. ‘ { will put enmity be- } viction “ that the heavens do rule.” 
tween thee and the woman, and} It is easy and natural to view the 
between thy sced and her seed : 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou 


| 
| 


band of God in some remarkable 
and uncotamon events tbat take. 
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place, while, in many others, his 
holy providence is very apt to be 
overlooked. In great events, 
which occur in a very unexpected 
manner, in which human agency 
has little or no concern, all are 
ready to think of an invisible Be- 
ing as their author. But in the 
more common occurrences of life, 
in events accomplished, princi- 
pally, through the instrumentality 
of men, we are very liable to for- 
get our God in an earnest atten- 
tion to the weak and dependent 
agents, who are merely the minis- 
ters of his will. It is easy to 
discern the hand of God in the 
destruction of Sennacherib’s army, 
while the conquests of the Re- 
formers, by which a great part of 
Christendom was rescued from 
the dominion of Papal corruption, 
are imputed to natural causes. It 
is also natural for us to contemplate 
tideon and David, and Maccabeus, 
as fighting the battles of the Lord, 
and supported by his holy guid- 
ance and protection. While the 
conquests of Agesilaus, of Timur, 
and of Cortes, are viewed as ori- 
ginating in human design, and ex- 
ecuted by human valor. The 
wisdom of Moses, Solomon, and 
Josiah, is readily ascribed to the 
illuminations of the Spirit of God, 
while that of Lycurgus, Numa, 
and Peter of Russia, is supposed 
to be the natural product of the 
human intellect. 

The scriptures teach us, in the 
fullest manner, that all men are 
the creatures of God, always de- 
pendent on him for all corporal 
and intellectual efforts, and that 
all intelligent beings, no less than 
the material world, are ministers 
of his will for the execution of his 
holy designs. Moses and Senna- 
cherib, Daniel and Nebuchadnez- 





zar, were actively employed in 
their great pursuits till they had 
accomplished the purposes of 
heaven ; when their work was 
done, they were dismissed from 
the employments of human life. 
As the exercise of divine govern- 
ment over all human actions, is 
one of those truths which is hard 
for the human mind to believe, 
and still harder for the human 
heart to love, it is inculcated in 
various ways in the word of God. 
Of these, one of the most impres- 
sive is prophecy. The greater 
part of the distinguished events 
that have taken place, particular- 
ly those which most interest the 
attention of men, can easily be 
found to have been predicted by 
the prophets of Ged. While 
politicians are engaged in their 
critical speculations, and _histori- 
ans are tracing the causes ot 
events, the humble believer looks 
at the divine testimonies and finds 
these great transactions clearly 
foreshewn by the holy prophets. 
On such a discovery, the reflec- 
tion is irresistible :—If God had 
predicted these events, he had 
purposed their accomplishment ; 
and it must be his unseen hand 
that controled all the preparatory 
measures, that guided all the 
agents, that directed every in- 
strument, by which they were 
finally brought to pass. If God 
declared to Abraham that his pos- 
terity should be strangers in a 
land that was not theirs and there 
be oppressed and afflicted. for a 
long period, and afterwards be 
brought forth with a great deliv- 
erance and established in that land 
of promise, while their oppressors 
should experience a terrible de- 
struction ;—the reader of sacred 


| history, finding the performance 
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of these promises, perceives, una- 
voidably that Joseph, Moses, Josh- 
ua and the Pharaohs, with all the 
other great instruments in these 
transactions, must have been un- 
der the immediate guidance of 


heaven, that the holy providence of 


God must have been constantly 
operative in the accomplishment 
of all these events. ‘The most of 
ancient history is occupied with 
the transactions of the Assyrian, 
Medo-Persian, Macedonian, and 
Roman Empires. In the proph- 


ecy of Daniel, the successive rise, | 


conquests, character, and fall, of 
these great empires, are repeated- 
ly pointed out, in such a manner 
that no attentive reader of the 
prophecy, who is acquainted with 
ancient history, can avoid making 
the application. The reflection 
arises of course, the government 
of God was immediately and con- 
stantly concerned in all the events 
conhected with the progress, and 
changes of those heathen empires. 
And if the events of those king- 
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ment of these prophetic represen- 
tations. In the prophetic testi- 
mony of Moses, a little before his 
deatb, he gives a sketch of the his- 
tory of Israel from his days to the 
most distant times. Every age 
since, and probably many yet to 
come, have been, and will be, 
able, by recurring to the charac- 
ter and circumstances of that peo- 
ple, to see the faithful fulfilment of 
his predictions, The prophet 
Daniel, and the apostle John have 
given chronological prophecies ; 
following the course of human 
events, and extending from their 
own time to very distant periods. 
Daniel’s continues, at least, to 
the millennium ; John’s continues 
to the end of the world. There 
is of course no time, in this long 
period, in which some portion of 
their predictions are not inastate of 
fulilment. ‘The many prophetic 
declarations in the scriptures, em- 
brace all periods, from the time in 
which they were delivered to the 
end of the world. And it would be 


doms were under the steady con- | difficult to point out a period which 


trol of Jehovah, with all the | 


is not embraced by many differ- 


various characters that were | ent predictions of sacred writ— 
concerned in them, the same | The divine prophecies are not only 
must be true of all kingdoms and | seen now fulfilling, in every age, 


of all the children of men. He | 
reigns continually, his counsel | 
must stand and he will do all his | 


pleasure. 

Another important object in the 
gift of prophecy seems to have 
been to confirm the truth of divine 
revelation. Prophetic declarations 
are inferspersed through all parts 
of the holy scriptures. There is 
scarcely one of the sacred books 
which does not contain either ex- 
press predictions of future events, 
or prophctic representations of 
something to take place in future 
times. Every age has seen, in a 
greater or less degree, the fulfil- 





but their accomplishment is most 
clearly verified by the testimony 
of history. History is the mirror 
of prophecy. ‘The events which 
it records answer to the predic- 
tions of the holy prophets, and 
show that what they have spoken 
has come to pass. None can de- 
clare future events, and declare 
them truly, except by the power 
and teaching of God. ‘* When 
the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then’ shall the 
prophet be known that the Lord 
hath truly sent him.” The greater 
part of the scriptures having been 
given by prophets, by those whose 
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prophecies are confirmed as di- affliction. Such promises place 
vine by their fulfilment, their | the people of God on the best 


whole testimony is established as 
of divine authority. All the scrip- 
tures are connected and form but 
one system of moral truth, the res- | | 
pective parts mutually depending | 

upon each other. The propheti- | | 





grounds, where they have every 
motive to labor and pray for the 
interests of Zion. If they could 
read in prophecy, with the clear- 
ness of historic testimony, the ex- 
act scenes through which God 


cal parts being established as of | | would carry his church, they 
divine authority, and these parts” would naturally conclude that 
being so great a portion of the in- | their own efforts must be wholly 
spired volume, extending through | unnecessary and unavailing. If, on 
the whole, the believer says with | the other hand, there were no pre- 
a humble confidence, ‘* ll scrip- | dictions or promises for their en- 
ture is given by inspiration of God.” | couragement, in view of the hos- 


As the lapse of years necessarily 
increases the evidence of the di- 
vine authority of the prophecies, 
the church is constantly furnished 
with increasing evidence that the 
rule of their faith is the testimony 
of God. 

A further important benefit of 
the gift of prophecy is to animate 
the hopes and encourage the exer- 
tions of the people of God. Du- 
ring all the militant state of the 
church, its trials, its sufferings, and 
perplexities, are so great, that its 
friends are in constant need of 
special and divine support. To 
this effect the sacred prophecies | 
are perfectly suited. They are 
not so minute and specifically de- 





finite as to discourage exertion, 
yet sufficiently determinate to en- | 


tility and the prowess of evil, 
they would often despair of the 
cause of righteousness, and con- 
clude its interests to be utterly 
hopeless. ‘Thus, diligence, zeal, 
watchfulness, prayer, which com- 
pose the best parts of the Chris- 
tian character, would, in a great 
measure, disappear. Previous to 
the incarnation of Christ, the prp- 
mises of his coming and his great 
redemption were so positive and 
explicit, that the church rested 
upon them with a confident assu- 
rance. Their ideas respecting his 
character, his work, and the man- 
ner of his appearance, as well as 
the exact time of his coming, 
were various and defective, but 
they confided in his coming. The 
same observations are applicable 


gage the confidence and animate | to the state of the church at the 
the effurts of the friends of truth. _ Present day, and for several ages 
God has promised the protectec- | past, with regard to the millenni- 
tion and perpetuity of the church | um. Very various are the senti- 


in such terms as to dispel every | ments prevalent in the Christian 


doubt. 
to what a degree of depression and 
suffering it may be subjected, he 
has assured his people sufficiently 
that he will never forsake them, 
that he will never be unmindful 
of their wants, that he will ne- 
ver be inattentive to their efforts 
and their prayers in times of 


Though he has not told | 





world with regard to that period, 
yet to come, when the church 
shall enjoy its highest state of 
worldly prosperity. When that 
period shall commence, how long 
it will continue, and to what a 
degree of holiness and blessedness 
the church will attain, are ques- 
tions wholly unsettled ; yet, that 
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euch a period is coming, isa truth 
in which the people of God have 
Jong had an unshaken confidence. 
‘This prospect is the animating mo- 
tive which supports the church 
under its afflictions, and which en- 
courages all the exertions which 
are made for the furtherance of the 
gospel. ‘The word of prophecy is 
sufficiently plain and cufficiently 
understood to produce this effect ; 
while, at the same time, such a de- 
gree of obscurity rests upon the pro- 
phecies not yet accomplished, as to 
fearn the triends of truth not to con- 
fide in their own calculations, but to 
rely witha humble confidence on the 
holy allotments of divine wis- 
dom, and wait till the end shall 
come. 

We might mention other things, 
but these appear to be the prin- 
cipal and the more important ob- 
jects for which the divine prophe- 
cjes were given. Now, it is man- 
ifest that these objects may be 
sufficiently effected, without a 
knowledge of the minute applica- 


tions of prophecy to the events of 


its accomplishment, at least any 
further than-to the events of past 
times. We know enough of the 
general fulfilment of all prophecy, 
but especially of those parts of it 
which have received their un- 





readers of the scriptures in every 
age, though to a greater degree at 
some times than at others. Few 
principles are more deeply im- 
planted in the human mind than a 
desire of knowing the events of 
futurity. With many, this prin- 


ciple is peculiarly strong, and 


will lead to any attempts that may 
afford a prospect of gratifying the 
desire. For this purpose the pro- 
phecies of the scripture are often 
examined with much solicitude to 
enable us to make some calcula- 
tion of occurrences in time to 
come. In this way we make an 
application of prophecy to recent 
aud present events, in order to 
arrive as near as possible to futu- 
rity, and by connecting present 
events with those which must soon 
follow, we determine what will 
take place hereafter. A few ob- 
servations will show the unprofita- 
bleness and impropriety of such a 
practice. 

1. It appears to be a violation 
of the evident design for which 
the prophecies were given. It is 
not necessary in order to obtain the 
great objects of prophecy, so far es 
those objects can be determined. 
Perhaps there are no prophecies 
found on sacred record more ex- 
plicit than those given by the angel 


doubted fulfilment, to convince us | Grabriel to the prophet Daniel. 
of the perfect moral goverment of | Yet when he says, “* O my 
God over all human events, of the | Lord, what shall be the end ot 
truth and inspiration of the holy | these things ?” he is told ‘ Go 


scriptures, of the security and ul- 
timate prosperity of the Christian 


righteousness have every necessa- 
ry motive to fix their attachment 
and rest all their prospects upon its 
holy interests. 

We shall now consider the pro- 


priety of making applications of 


prophecy to passing events. This 
practice has prevailed with the 





thy way, Daniel ; for the words 


| are closed up and sealed till the 
church, that all the friends of | 


time of the end.” There seems 
to have always been a mystery 
cast upon the minds of those who 
have studied the prophecies, 
whenever they proceed to pat- 
ticular calculations upon future 
events, even in cases where It 
would seem so clear that they 
could not be mistaken. which c2”- 
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not be accounted for in any other 
way than the immediate purpose 
of the most High. God told A- 
braham that his posterity should 
sojourn io Egypt four hundred and 
thirty years. That declaration 
was undoubtedly known to Mo- 
ses and the elders of Israel. Yet 
they appear to have been perfect- 
ly surprised when the time of its 
accomplishment arrived. The 
time of the coming of Christ is 
determined by many things con- 
tained in the ancient prophecies 
which were in the hands of the 
Jews ; and particularly by the mem- 
orable prophecy of Daniel of seven- 
ty weeks from the restoration of 
Jerusalem to Messiah the Prince. 
Still the church of God was utter- 
ly at a loss with regard to the 
particular time of his appearing, 
and he came at a time when he 
was not expected. From al! that 
yet appears there is every reason 
to conclude that the church will 
remain in the same uncertainty in 
which they are at the present 
time, concerning the commence- 
ment of the millennium, till that 
event shall have taken place. God 
most wisely causes these things so 
to be, that his word may not be a 
vehicle to gratify an idle curiosi- 
ty, instead of teaching us the du- 
ties of humility, obedience, and 
Jove. 

2. We do not know, sufficient- 
ty, the nature of passing events, 


fo adapt them to the explication of 


prophecy. ‘The prophecies usu- 
ally respect objects and events 
which are of an extensive nature, 
in which great numbers of indi- 
viduals are concerned, which re- 
gard the wars, and revolutions, 
and changes of nations. It is well 
known that events of this kind are 
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have recently taken place. When 
the various colourings and repre- 
sentations of party, of prejudice, 
of design, become exposed, when 
the characters and designs of the 
principal actors become known, 
when the secret springs and causes 
of events are explained by the evo- 
lutions of time, when the extent, 
the operation, and effects of such 
events are brought to light, they 
may then be understood with such 
a degree of precision as to be 
profitably applied to the illustra- 
tion of sacred prophecy. But 
such a knowledge of important 
events cannot be obtained, usual- 
ly, till after many years from 
their occurrence. The history of 
the Reformation is better known 
now, alter a lapse of near three 
hundred years, than it was during 
the occurrence of those great 
events, or for twenty or thirty 
years afier they had taken place. 
3. We are always apt to over- 
rate the importance of present 
events. Those of former times 
not having past under our own ob- 
servation, we having never felt an 
immediate interest in their issue, 
they have never excited that anx- 
ious solicitude, nor have appeared 
of that importance to the mind, as 
those in which we take an imme- 
diate interest. Under the influ- 
ence of such impressions, to a 
considerable extent we form an 
estimate of the comparative im- 
portance of recent events. The 
extraordinary character, whose 
designs have kept the nations of 
Europe in a constant agitation for 
a number of years past, whose 
actions have astonished the world ; 
at the end of his days, will un- 
doubtedly, have accomplished a 
part of the declarations of prophe- 


tauch better understood, years after | cy, in the great scheme of divine 


het ; 
Nelr ocewrrence, 


than when they | grace, whereby God is bringing 
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down the man of sin and prepar- 
ing the way for the universal reign 
of Christ on eatih: But the par- 
ticular part which he is acting we 
cannot now point out in the words 
of the prophets ; and it will prob- 
ably appear, in the final accom- 
plishment of these great designs, 
that the part which he has acted 
is far less extensive than has been 


ascribed to him by his astonished | 
Good men, no. 


cotemporaries. 
less than others, often misjudge in 


these things. It is an almost in- | 


variable opinion of the friends of 


truth, that the errors and wicked- | 
ness of their own time exceed | 
those of preceeding times; and | 


perhaps there has never been a 
period when good people have 
supposed that the general state of 
inorals was improving. Yet such 
times have certainly been. It 
has also been common with Chris- 
tians, when they have seen great 
revivals of religion, with anima- 
ting displays of Gud’s power and 
grace, to conclude that the time 
of the church’s deliverance was 
hear. When they see exertions 
making for the spread of the gos- 
pel, and those exertions attended 
with success, they are ready to 


conclude that they shall soon see | 


the desire of their souls, that their 
hopes will soon be realized. The 
exertions of the Christian world 
for the spread of the gospel, at the 
present day, are great ; they are 
most important, and, undoubtedly, 
the necessary means by which the 
great promises of grace will be 
accomplished. ‘They are, and 
they will be attended with the di- 
vine blessing. But if these efforts 
continue, according to the hopes 
and prayers of all good men, and 
continue to increase in the same 
degree that they have for many 
years past, and to be attended with 
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an equal success, we must stil} 
look to a distant period for the 
time when Jews and Gentiles shall 
have universally embraced the di- 
vine Saviour. ; 

We often make an undue esti- 
mate of the importance of pres- 
ent occurrences, from a defective 
knowledge of those of former times. 
| Were we more perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the history of the world 
and of the church, with the many 
striking dispensations of divine 
| providence which have distin- 
guished past periods, than we us- 
ually are, we should make a very 
different estimate of the magni- 
tude of passing events. 

4. It is, most clearly, the pur. 
pose of God, that the appoint- 
|ments of his holy government 
should be veiled in a degree ot 
mystery to the understandings of 
men. ‘* Clouds and darkness are 
round about him.” Could the 
divine prophecies be clearly un- 
derstood, in all their minute appli- 
cations, or even to that extent as 
we now understand those of an- 
cient times, the great events of di- 
vine providence would no longer 
_ be inexplicable, the world would 
cease to be confounded by his 
unintelligible appointments, God 
would be brought forth from the 
great deep, if we may so speak, 
his pavilion of darkness be set 
open, and man admitted a witness 
of the counsels of Jehovah. It is 
| not necessary to reason on the un- 
fitness of such a scene, it being 
sufficient to say God has purpose’ 
that it shall be otherwise. . 

These reasons are naturally 
suggested in a view of this su!) 
ject, which seem to show sul: 
ficiently that it is unwise and un- 
safe to attempt making particular 
explications of prophecy in reler- 
ence to present and future event: 
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It is unwise, as we know but lit- 
tle of the true character and ten- 
dency of passing events ; as it is 
evidently not the design of the 
Most High that the word of pro- 
phecy should be applied in such 
a manner; as it is wholly unne- 
cessary in order to vindicate the 
utility and importance of the pro- 
phetic writings—It is unsafe, as 
we are unable to make correct ex- 
plications of prophecy in this way. 
Vriters upon prophecy, who build 
their respective systems upon re- 
cent and passing events, are in- 
sensibly led intocalculations on the 
time to come. And it is most 
commonly the case that their cal- 
culations are frustrated by events. 
In such things God seems to de- 
light to disappoint the counsels of 
the wise, to show them that his 
providence is his own, that it is 
not for us ‘* to knew the times or 
the seasons which the Father hath 
put in his own power.” Calcula- 
tions of this kind are most com- 
monly for the gratification of cu- 
riosity, or to answer some human 
purpose, and are not necessary to 
promote the interests of Zion. Our 
concern is to comply with the pre- 
cepts of God, leaving the dispo- 
sal of all things with him. 
Sull it isnot to be understood, 
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not proper and useful. Because 
we cannot know all they contain, 
we are not to resolve we will know 
nothing. Many of the writers up- 
on prophecy have done a very 
great service to the Christian 
world, and have greatly strength- 
ened the interests of the church. 
The writings of Mede, Newton, 
Faber, and others, in our language, 
have greatly contributed tostrength- 
en the faith, to confirm the hopes, 
and animate the exertions of Chris- 
tians, in obedience and duty. 
There are innumerable moral 
truths contained in the prophecies 
always instructive, they give a 
most striking exhibition of the di- 
vine character, they bring into 
view many of the most illustrious 
characters that have adorned the 
church on earth. As we have re- 
peatedly observed, many of the 
declarations of divine prophecy, 
have, undoubtedly, received their 
accomplishment. These are a 
proper subject of studious inter- 
pretation. Explications of these, 
by events found in history, are 
eminently useful and instructive, 
and afford great assistance to the 
people of God. All scripture is 
profitable for us, the wicked will 
wander in darkness, but the wise 
shall understand. 





that the study of the prophecies is 


Eleventh Anniversary of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society. 


N Wednesday, the 5d of May, 
1815, was held, at Frer Ma- 
sons’s Harr, the Eleventh An- 
niversary of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. At twelve 
‘o'clock, Lord Teignmouth, the 
President,-supported by the Bish- 
Vor. VUE. Na, 9,” 


, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ops of Norwich and St. David's, 
the Lords Gambier. Headiey, Cal- 
thorpe, &c. the Deans of Wells, 
Conner, &c. Sir Thomas Dyke 
Acland, M. P. Thomas Babing- 
ton, Esq. M.P. J. D. Porcher, 
Esq. M. P. together with a nu- 
merous assemblage of Gentry, 





Clergy, &c. among whom were 
the Ministers of the Russian, Ger- 
Un 
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man, Dutch, and Danish Church- 
es, in London,—took the Chair, 
and, with the occasional assistance 
of the Rev. W. Dealtry, read the 
teport in the audience of a Meet- 
ing, in which the Representatives, 
both Lay and Clerical, of almost 
all the Auxiliary Societies, ap- 
peared to be convened. From the 
mass of facts which the Report de- 
tailed, his Lordship the President 
was under the necessity of omitting 
a considerable proportion. But 
the whole, together with a volu- 
ininous Appendix, is in the press, 
and will speedily be ready for de- 
livery. 

The following is the Statement 
of Issues of Bibles and Testa- 
ments, and of the Funds, as rep- 
resented in the Report : 

The Issue of Copies of the Serip- 

tures, from March 31, 1814, 

to March 31, 1815, had been— 

126,156 Bibles. | 123,776 Testa- 
ments, 

Making a Total, issued from 
the commencement of the [nstitu- 
tion to that period, of 

516,479 Bibles. | 718,788 Testa- 

ments. 

In all, 1,235,257 Copies ; ex- 
clusive of about 64,025 circulated 
at the charge of the Society from 
the Depositaries abroad : making 
a total of One Mirtiox, ‘Two 
HunprReED anp NINETY NINE 
Tuovsaxp, Two Heuxprep anno 
Lucuty two Copies, already cir- 
culated by the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. 

The Receipts of the Year have 
been— 

Gs 28-4. 4 & 

Annual Sub- 

scriptions 5272 10 6 

Donations 

and Life do. 2429 9 11 
Conerega- 

tional Col- 
1406 7 8 


——— oe ee 


7108 6 1 
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Legacies 131218 9 

Dividends, &c. 170310 96 
Contributions from 

Auxiliary Societies 6184811 9 


Sales of Bibles and Tes- 
taments, the greater 
part of which were pur- 
chased by Bible Asso- 
ciations 27560 6 § 
Sale of re- 

ports, &c. S91 1 3 


oe 27921 7 


Total 99894 15 6 
The ixpenditure of the 
Year 81012 12 5 


Obligations of the So- 
ciety, including Orders 

iven for Bibles and 

‘estaments, about 40000 0 0 

After the Report had been read 
(during the course of which his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Kent 
entered the room) his Lordship 
the President apologized for the 
unavoidable abcense of the Bish- 
ops of Salisbury and Cloyne, oc- 
casioned, that of the former, by 
urgent affairs ; of the latter, by an 
iilness which confined him to his 
room. The business then procee- 
ded in the usual order. 

The Hon. and Very Rev. the 
Dean of Wetrts (now Bishop 
Elect of Gloucester) moved that 
the report be adopted and print- 
jed; and spake in substance as 
| follows : 








i * My Lord, &e. 


| “The unexpected absence of 
| His Royal Highness the Duke ot 
| Kent, is a subject of great regret 
| tous all ; but to me more espe- 
cially, as it has devolved a Mo- 
tion so lmmportant upon one so lit- 
tle qualified in any respect to de 
it justice. I have to move the 
adoption and printing of the Re- 
port : a Report, which details the 
progress of the Bible in the course 
of the year, through the means of 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 





ciety ; a Report which communt- 
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cates the triumphs of the Word of 
God ; of that word, which is the 
vehicle of Divine truth, which is 
the herald and the instrument of 
everlasting salvation. A subject 
so mighty in extent and impor- 
tance, seems to overwhelm a 
mind of very common capacity, 
and to close lips of very litile 
readiness and fluency : but hap- 
pily for the Mover and for you, 
the extraordinary fulness and abili- 
ty of the Report, anticipate, as it 
were, the deficiencies of the 
speaker, and allow him to confine 
himself to a few brief sketches, 
and a general outline. The late 
successes, and the future pros- 
pects of the Society, are the two 
subjects which naturally present 
themselves to the mind, as the 
main results of what we have 
heard to day. 

** Among the European harvests 
of the year, Holland and Russia 
stand prominent. The Nether- 
lands have scarcely enjoyed their 
independence a year, and yet in 
that short interval, a National 
Bible ‘Society bas been formed, 
containing thirty two Branches, 
and occupying all the chief cit- 
ies of that populous country. We 
gave the signal, and may be per- 
mitted to rejoice in our singular 
success on this occasion. The 
first division of our troops which 
was sent to aid that people in 
their efforts for the recovery of her 
freedom, were in a manner ac- 
companied by the heralds of the 
Bible Society ; and we were thus 
enabled to repay, but with a far 
superior boon, the benefits which 
we had received from that coun- 
try. She sent us, above a centu- 
ry ago, our liberator from tempo- 
ral and even religious slavery, 
King William ; we have now, in 
return, sent her the grand deliver- 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 











347 


er from spiritual bondage, the bles- 
sed Word of God ; before which, 
under the influence of the Spirit, 
every tyrant of the soul will fall, 
and the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God be established. 

* Russia is the next ,object of 
grateful contemplation. She en- 
tered her course a year before : 
and her increase of contribution, 
zeal, and exertion, exceed, in 
the past year, our liveliest ex- 
pectations. Her triple progress in 
two years is truly astonishing. 

* The first step of the Bible So- 
ciely was to print and distribute 
the Word of God for the profes- 
sors of what may be called the for- 
eign religions ; namely, the four 
millions of inhabitants, whose mode 
of worship and discipline differ 
from the ritual of the Greek Church. 
The second step soon followed : 
the full ‘acquiescence of the Synod 
in dispersing the Bible in their 
native tongue amongst those who 
adhere to the National Establish- 
ment. And the third has now 
crowned the work: the cordial 
union of all Christians throughout 
that vast empire, in preparing the 
Scriptures for their innumerable 
subjects and neighbors in Asia. 

** In the Armenian version, 
which the Russian Society is 
about to publish, they are even 
already throwing out a link 
which will, ere long, unite them 
in the grand cause with their con- 
federate and competitor, the Bi- 
ble Society in Bengal. From 
thence, another Armenian ver- 
sion is about to proceed, and the 
fellow-workers in the cause of 
God from Petersburgh to Calcutta 
will, ere long, we trust, join hands 
in a middle point: thus experi- 
encing the truth of the assertion, 
that no distance of place, no tract 
of mountains, wilds and seas, no 
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once apprehended opposition of 
interests, can keep those asunder 
whom the Bible draws together. 
To the second quarter of the 
globe, we are thence led to turn 
our eyes—and there we behold 
India, by this time, blessed with 
translations of the Bible into a 
large proportion of her different 
and diversified languages. ‘The 
appetite for the food seems to 
increase with the diligence and 
success in providing it. It is im- 
possible to supply Bibles with 
sufficient rapidity to keep pace 
with the demand among the na- 
tives. 

*« The Star in the East seems 
to be rising with unexampled 
splendor, and promise of a glo- 
rious day ; just as he, who was 
one of the first to bend our eyes 
and our charity in that direction, 
is removed from our sight. The 
morta] part of Buchanan is com- 
mitted to the earth; but his im- 
mortal soul ascends to heaven, 
where we humbly trust, through 
the Saviour, whom he loved, that, 
amidst multitudes of Indian con- 
verts, whom he will have been, 
through his publications, instru- 
mental in turning to righteousness, 
he will shine as the stars for ever 
and ever. 

** To the third quarter, Ameri- 
ca, our view is next directed : 
and, thanks be to the God of 
Peace ! now, without any distor- 
tion of jealousy ; any check of 
prejudice, and enmity. Individu- 
als through our Society, had been 
long at peace, while the national 
wartare continued : but now the 
blessed influence has extended 
from the members, and the body, 
to the bead ; and we have no fur- 
ther contention, than to provoke 
one another unto love and good 
works—po further rivalry, than 
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the godly emulation of dispersing 
the Bible and its fruits through 
our respective Hemispheres. The 
Bible, during the war, first joined 
the right hands of fellowship across 
the Atlantick ; and the whole na- 
tions have at length hailed and ac- 
knowledged the omen, and sealed 
the bond. 

‘* Nearly 70 Bible Societies are 
now in action io that country ; and 
they own in ours, their parent, 
not only in blood, but in example 
and labor of love. 

‘It is surely not a little re- 
markable, that almost at the very 
moment when the peace (as we 
trusted, of unexampled solidity,) 
was suddenly rent asunder by the 
return of the foe to that county, 
where the Bible Society has as 
yet made no sensible progress ; it 
should have been ratified (and we 
will hope with bright prospects of 
permanence) with our transatlan- 
tic brethren, who bave been long 
our imitators and rivals in this glo- 
rious work of diffusing spiritual 
peace. 

** Such are a few of the promi- 
nent features in the Jate successes 
of our Society. I conclude with 
her future prospects. 

‘The analogy of all that is 
past, would encourage us, in reli- 
ance upon the nature of our cause, 
and the goodness of its almighty 
Author, to be most sanguine for 
the future. The dawn has been 
exceedingly fair ; and has seem- 
ed, from year to year, to advance 
with uninterrupted lustre towards 
the mid-day. But on a sudden a 
meteor seems to bave shot athwart 
the sky, and a cloud to have a- 
risen in the political horizon, 
which portends the revival of all 
that is hostile to peace, to liberty, 
to morals, and to religion. Every 
hope of temporal blessing he: 
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been checked, and given way to 
deubt and fear, on the return of 
the tyrant to the former seat of his 
power. But, my lord, it is not 
so with our hope. Our Society 
sprang up in the midst of war, 
distress, and alarm. It has flour- 
ished in spite of every event so 
prejudicial to all other designs for 
the good of society. War has pa- 
ved the way for the Bible, by ma- | 
king the nations sensible of the 
utter insufficiency and vanity of 
all other possessions ; and by thus | 
convincing them of their want of 
consolation and instruction from 
heaven. 

‘* War has also contributed, in 
an extraordinary manner, to the 
dissemination of the Bible, by re- 
markably extending tine commer- 
cial intercourse and ii-fluence of 
ihat nation, to whom this office 
seems to have been first and chief- 
ly committed. War has cradled 
the infancy, and cherished the 
adolescence of our Society ; and 
cannot, therefore, be reasonably 
expected to impede its growth 
towards manhood and maturity. 
Surely, then, my lord and genile- 
men, we may be permitted still 
to indulge our hopes, and to labor 
in our cause ; not only of con- 
straint, but willingly and cheer- 
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abroad in the word, learn right- 
eousness, and accept salvation.” 

Edward Stackhouse, Esg. one 
of the Vice Presidents of the Corn- 
wall Auxiliary Society, having, in 
a few expressive words, seconded 
the motion of the Dean of Wells, 
the Meport was unanimously a- 
dopted. 

The Rev. Mr. Kierulf, minister 
of the Danish church in London, 
being now introduced, addressed 
the meeting to the ‘ollowing ef- 
fect : 

* My Lord and Genilemen.— 
With a view to second the reso- 
iution of the able speaker, who 
just sat down, I cannot avoid say- 
ing a few words with regard to 
the sentiments so generally enter- 
tained in that country where I 
was born, of the utiliiy ail ex- 
tensive benefit of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. A native 
of Denmark, I myself can judge, 
my lord, of the zeal shown in that 
country -in forwarding the pious 
views of this excellent institution. 
True to the inaxims contained in 
the words of that most worthy and 
beloved sovereign, who said, ‘* I 
wish that every poor child in my 
kingdom may be taught to read 
the Bible ;” true to this maxim of 
the royal father of the British na- 





fully : trusting that He, in whose 
hands are all events, whatever is- | 
sue he may destine to the ap- | 
proaching contest, will cause his | 
Word to go on conquering and to 
conquer ; and praying, that our ene- 
mies, even those who seem now 
to be severely chastised for their 
persevering disregard of Divine 
revelation, may at length, in due 
time, receive. with meekness the 
engrafted Word, which is able to 
save their souls; and be added to 
ihe number of those nations, who, 


tion, has the paternal government 
of Denmark acted during many 
years. The greatest exertions 
have been made in promoting the 
instruction of all ranks of people ; 
even under more recent and na- 
tional calamities, this object was 
never lost sight of. 1 can take 
upon myself to say, my lord, and 
I state it with great satisfaction, 
that your lordship will hardly find 
a man or a woman who is not able 
to real the gospel of light—who 
is not qualified to draw the water 





when the judgments of God are 


of life from its pure source. 
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«‘ But one institution was still 
wanting, I need not say which ! 
But with grateful sentiments I 
have to acknowledge, that by the 
assistance, and in imitation of the 
British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty, a Bible Society is also estab- 
lished at Copenhagen ; to which 
Society, though in its infancy, all 
the pious inhabitants of Denmark 
look up with joyful expectation. 
‘This tree will soon spread its 
branches over the whole country ; 
all smaller towns, nay all villages, 
will hasten to follow and tnitate 
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or those wounds which may lead 
to death, will do his duty with 
courage, when he feels that he is 
obeying that book which com- 
mands the steady and faithful dis- 
charge of every duty, and which 
opens to the Christian immortality 
beyond the grave.” 

Sir Thomas Dyke Ackland, 
Bart. in a very feeling and deli- 
cate manner, seconded the Royal 
Duke’s motion. In doing this Sir 
Thomas Ackland said : 

That he thought it a great hon- 
or to be allowed to concur in the 


the example set them by the me-; noble and gratifying sentiments 


tropoiis, in establishing Auxiliary 
Societies. Your great object, my 
Jord, will be rapidly promoted ; 





which the assembly had just heard 
from a high and illustrious quar- 
ter by seconding the motion which 


each father of a family, nay, each | His Royal Highness had been 


adult son, and daughter of the 


famiiy, will have their copy of 


the Holy Scriptures, for the read- 
ing and understanding of which 
the way is amply prepared.— 
Denmark owes to her enlightened 
government, that even the poor 
are prepared for receiving the 
word of God: but that a provision 
has been made for richly supply- 
ing the poor with that book, which 
contains the revelation of God ; 


for this blessing, Denmark will for 


ever be indebted to the British 
and Foreign Bible Society.” 

His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Kent in rising to move the 


Thanks to the President, stated, 


that, while he thought himself 


called on to listen rather to those 
Clergymen who had uttered such 
pious sentiments as he had just 
heard from the Rev. Dean, he did 
not think it derogatory to one who 
liad the honor to be a soldier, to 
say, that the knowledge and use 


of the Bible is the best support of 


a soldier in the field—the soldier 
who mounts the breach, with the 


-gimost certainty of meeting death, 


| 





| 





pleased to propose ; and though 
unexpectedly called upon to take 
upon himself such a task, he un- 
dertook it with somewhat less re- 
luctance, because he was persua- 
ded, that whatever he could possi- 
bly advance to excite the gratitude 
of the meeting to the noble Presi- 
dent, would be met by the con- 
senting feelings of all who heard 
him. He was convinced that 
however inadequate his attempts 
might be, what was wanting in his 
effurts would be supplied by the 
esteem and affection in which 
Lord Teignmouth was held ; and 
his lordship’s claims to their re- 
gard, would be met with that jus- 


| tice in their hearts, which he (Sir 


T. A.) should vainly endeavor to 
render them in words. But in 
deference to the delicacy of his 
lordship’s feelings, he would ab- 
stain from that language of per- 
sonal praise and admiration, which, 
however, unfit to be offered in his 
lordship’s presence, must necessa- 
rily be used, to describe with truth 
his zeal and services in the cause 
of the Institution ; and Sir T. 4 
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was convinced, that the whole 
meeting would willingly concur, 
in paying respect to these feelings, 
while they would be the more 
anxious to testify their full sense 
of what was due to his lordship 
and to themselves, by giving the 
most open, hearty, and decided 
sanction to the proposed Vote of 
Thanks. 

That vote, it was to be recol- 
lected, was a grateful acknowl- 
edgment of his Lordship’s uni- 
form and valuable exertions in pro- 
moting the object of a great body 
of Christians, united for one com- 
mon purpose, most grateful to 
their own feelings, as a work of 


piety and the highest charity— | 


most beneficial to others, as an ex- 
tension of one of the best gifts of 
God to their fellow citizens through 
the whole land, and their fellow 
creatures over all the earth; and, 
he trusted, well pleasing and ac- 
ceptable to the common Father, 
both of those assembled that day 
in our cause, however differing 
in many opinions—and of those, 
for whose benefit their labors were 
directed, of whatever clime, or 
country, of whatever cast or co- 
lour, of every sort, and every 
faith, even to the poor heathen, 
called to light and life by the bles- 
sed exertions of the Society. 
They were engaged in objects 
for which his Lordship had receiv- 
ed their thanks at ten successive 
Anniversaries. And the honest 


acclamations which answered the 


call of His Royal Highnes to re- 
peat those acknowledgments, 
proved that the sentiments of the 
Society were not only unchanged, 
but were confirmed by every ad- 
ditional experience of his Lord- 
ship’s conduct in the high situa- 
tion which he held among them. 
On these grounds, Sir ‘I’. A. most 
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heartily seconded the motion. And 
if he did not embrace the oppor- 
tunity of enlarging on the great 

themes suggested by the useful- 

_ness and excellency of the Socie- 

ty, it was because there were nev- 
er wanting many far better qual- 
ified to call forth, by their el- 

-oquence and energy, the enthu- 
siasm that warmed the breast of 
every individual; and also, be- 
cause he conceived that one who 
offered, as he unfeignedly did, 
the tribute of esteem and regard 
_ for the character of his Lordship, 
must be supposed to feel no slight 

attachment to the excellent prin- 

ciples which had hitherto actuated 
the Society ; and which were, as 
they ought to be, so eminently 
conspicuous in its President. 
Robert H. Inglis, Esq. in mov- 

ing Thanks to the Vice Presidents 
paid an eloquent and feeling tri- 
bute to the memory of the late 
Treasurer of the Society, Henry 
Thornton, Esq. He urged the 
extension of Bible Associations, 
by a variety of considerations ; 
and particularly observed, that if 
but one person in thirty could be 
induced to contribute his weekly 
penny, a sum of 100,000/. would 
be secured annually to the Socie- 
ty. 

" The Rev. Dr. Collyer in sec- 

|onding the motion, observed, that 
no Society ever required high 
patronage less; and no Society 

| had ever received more. He re- 
pelled, in a strain of delicate iro- 
ny, the insinuations of the Society 
containing in it any thing which 





5 "s . 
could be construed into a conspi- 


racy, by adverting to the Royal 
and Episcopal patronage with 
which it is honored ; the union 
of political parties, which its in- 
terior exhibited ; and the truly 
respectable characters of which 








hae 
VO~ 
its principal friends were compos- 
ed; among whom he particulariz- 
ed (in William Wibertorce Esq.) 
the liberator of Africa, and (in 
Lord Gambier) the pacificator of 
America. Dr. Collyer expressed 
his satisfaction at seeing the pas- 
tors of the establishment watching 
over the proceedings of the Soci- 
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make a convert of every man in 
the kingdom, would, he trusted 
at least secure the Institution from 
the repetition of such an attack. 
Captain Hawtry, in seconding 
the Bishop, gratefully acknowl. 





edged his obligations to His Royal 
| Highness the Duke of Kent, when 
| serving under him at Gibraltar: 


ety, in the persons of the venera- | and feelingly expressed his delight 
ble Bishops then present; and | in now beholding him (after an in- 
concluded a speech which gave | terval of fourteen years) not only 


general satisfaction, by a happy 
allusion to the Apostle’s vision ot 
of the New Jerusalem, which was 
. to be built of stones of divers co- 
lours; adding that if no earthly 
.P eee reward should be given to those 
who were preparing the way for 
the accomplishment of this pre- 
diction, they would have one in 
the testimony of their conscience 
and the peace of God. 

The Bishop of Norwich, in 
proposing Thanks to the Royal 
Dukes for their continued patron- 
age, paid a warm tribute of res- 
ect to His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent, in particular, for 
I his support of many charitable 
Institutions, and especially of the 





——— 


Th, Bible Socicty. His Lordship ob- 
hive served, that, if we did not but too 
tye well know that prejudice has nei- 
a ther eye nor car, it would be difii- 
? cult to conceive how this Institu- 
Rie tion could find an enemy in this | 


Christian country. Yet we had 
found an enemy ; who by aid of 
distorted facts, ill supported by in- 
conclusive reasoning, had succeed- 
@d in raising suspicion, in some 
quarters against the Society. His 
Lordship, was happy to say, that 
a reverend friend near bim had, 
within these few days, published 
an answer,” which, i it did not 





* Alluding to “A Review of Mr. 
Norris’ Attack upon the British and 
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the protector of the widow and 
| the orphan, but the patron of the 
' outcasts of Israel, and the friend 
of the bible. When in the army 
| himself he found a Saviour by the 
| means of the bible alone ; and he 
could not, therefore, but consider 
borp~el honored in being permit- 
ted to offer his hearty congratula- 
tions on the success of that insti- 
tution, which had for its object to 
extend the same blessing to the 
ignorant and wretched in every 
part of the world. 

The Hon. and Rev. Gerard 
Noel begged leave to mention, 
that when objections had arisen in 
Nova Scotia to the Bible Society. 
and it was said that the mind oi 
the Royal Family was decidedly 
| against it, the Duke of Kent had, 
| without hesitation, written to ex- 
{ 
| 








press his own attachment to the in- 
stitution ; and the Bible Society 
at Halifax feels, to this hour, the 
| benefits of that interference. 
| The Duke of Kent acknowledg- 
ing the vote of thanks for his i!- 
| lustrious relatives and himself, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at being 
honored with the good opinion ot 
j his venerable friend the Bishop ot 
| Norwich; and could not dissemi: 


— 


Foreign Bible Secicty, dedicated (by 
permission) to the Right Rev. th 
the Lord Bishop of St. David’s, by 
the Rev. W. Dealtry, &c.” 
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the pleasure he had received from 
the testimony born to his conduct 
by a gentlemen of whom he had 
no recollection, whom he could on- 
ly have seen in the accidental cir- 
cumstances of service, and whose 
commendation of him, as a soldier, 
was free from the suspicion of in- 
terested motives, as proceeding 
from one who had now retired 
from the hopes and objects of a 
soldier’s career. His Royal High- 
ness, after assigning the motives 
which induced him to write to 
Halifax, as abovementioned, con- 
cluded, by expressing his desire 
to see the well known wish of his 
Royal Father realised ; and, apol- 
ogizing for the necessity he was 
under of attending another charit- 
able institution, retired from the 
Mecting amidst general applause. 

Robert Grant, Esq. in moving 
the Thanks of the Committee, 
traced; in a very forcible manner, 
the importance which the objects 
of the Society derived from a com- 
parison with the fleeting and 
transitory scenes of this world ; 
paid an eloquent tribute to the 
memory of the departed friends of 
the Society—Professor Joweti— 
the Rev. Thomas Charles—Rev. 
Dr. Buchanan—the Rev. Dr. Brun- 
mark—the Rev. David Brown— 
the Rev. Henry Martyn. ‘“ It 
may, indeed, be said (added Mr. 
Grant) of these, that ‘ they have 
fallen each in his field of glory.’ 
The progress of the Bible Society, 
through these wild and remote 
lands, is marked like the progress 
of a victorious army, by the graves 
of the heroes who have fallen in 
the way. The death of these 
men has endeared the spots where 
they died, and given us a melan- 
choly relationship with lands sep- 
arated from our own by many a 
sea, and many a tract of desert 
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and of mountain ; but the great 
cause has lost nothing from these 
events ; it isof a superior nature, 
it must survive ; it must go on 
** conquering and to conquer.” 

The Rev. Dr. Thorpe, Secre- 
tary to the Hibernian Bible So- 
ciety, and appearing as its repre- 
sentative, seconded this motion in 
avery excellent and satisfactory 
address. 

Dr. Thorpe commenced by ex- 
pressing the pleasure he felt at the 
manner in which intelligence con- 
cerning Ireland had always been 
received by the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. This, how- 
ever, (said Dr. Thorpe) is only 
as it should be, considering the 
intimate connection between the 
two countries; and especially 
considering, that the Hibernian 
Bible Society derived its exist- 
ence from the example, and its 
support, during its infancy, from 
the encouragement and aid of that 
institution, as its parent and pro- 
tectress. Dr. T. was happy to be 
able to state, that the Bible Socie- 
ty in Ireland continued to make 
progress. Branches had been es- 
tablished in every county, except 
one ; and even in that a deposito- 
ry had been opened for the sale of 
Bibles, and measures taken to es- 
tablish an auxiliary. The Bible 
was now on sale in more than one 
hundred towns. During the last 
two years, upwards of 80,000 
Bibles and Testaments had been 
issued from the Depository in 
Dublin: making a Total, since 
the formation of the society, of 
nearly 200,000 copies. Dr. ‘I. 
mentioned various cases, demon- 
strative of the anxiety of the peo- 
ple, both Protestants and Roman 
Catholicks, to receive the Scrip- 
tures, and of the excellent effects 
which had resulted trom their dis- 
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persion; and conciuded a very 
interesting speech, by announcing 
the determination of the Hiberm- 
an Bible Society to contribute in 
future some portion of their in- 
come to the tunds of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, in 
consequence of the earnest desire 
expressed by its members in vari- 
ous places, to have a share in the 
glorious work of disseminating the 
Sacred Scriptures all over the 
world. 

Mr. Wilberforce, in moving 
thanks to the treasurer, Jolin 
Thornton, Esq. bore a most af- 
fecting testimony to his lamented 
predecessor ; and congratulated 
the Society that another individ- 
ual of that respected name had 


come forward to supply his place, 


and that individual a grandson of 
John Thornton. Their long friend- 
ship revived recollections which 
almost overwhelmed him. Afler 
expatiating, with his usual felicity 
of expression, on the excellence 
and progress of the Society, Mr. 
W. closed a most interesting and 
impressive speecii im nearly the 
following terms : 

oe congratulate the society on 
the report. It is one of the most 
extraordinary records that has ev- 


er been given. It has told of 


things, that but for it would have 
been beyond all belief; it prom- 
ises events, which, but for the 
efforts of this society, would be 
beyond all expectation. I con- 
gratulate myself, my lord, in ha- 
ving been permitted to meet this 
asembly once more. Never did 
a traveller pass through a desert 
With the expectation of finding a 
refreshing stream to slake his 
thirst, with more delight than I 
came this day to witness the scene 
before me. It is a day ol hap- 
piness and refresiiment to the hu- 
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man heart. For myself, I have 
no words to express my feelings 
of reverence ; and delight ; my 
ve prostration of soul at the 

rovidence that has been display- 
ed, and at the mighty scene that 
is opening before us. Here we 
behold people of all nations and 
complexions praying for our suc- 
cess, and a multitude, whom no 
man can number, crowding to the 
altar of our God, to have the im- 
purities of their nature cleansed, 
their bearts made whole, and their 
garments washed in the blood of 
the Lamb. It astonishes. It leaves 
iny spirit no voice but that of 
praise ; its suddenness ; its im- 
mensity, are all characteristic of 
its infinite Author ; it has all the 
impression of heaven, all its use, 
and all its grandeur.” 

The Right Hon. Lord Headley, 
V. P. having seconded Mr. Wil- 
berforce, 

Mr. John Thornton, in ac- 
knowledging the thanks of the 
meeting, expressed himself per- 
suaded that the Society would re- 
joice to hear that the word ot 
God, which in the minor, as well 
as the greater concerns of life, had 
been his uncle’s guide, was his 
support in the hour of death, and 
is nuw the consolation of his wid- 
ow and family. Having pointed 
out the encouraging state of the 
Society’s funds, and at the same 
time the -wide sphere which open- 
ed for their employment, Mr. re 
proceeded to detail certain par- 
ticulars in the successes of the So- 
ciety, as entitled to peculiar at- 
tention. Ile adverted more es- 
pecially to iis prosperity in Rus- 
cia, as in a high degree interest- 
ing to himself ; it having been his 
happiness to introduce the sub- 
ject of the Bible Society to the 
notice of the late Archbishop ol 
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Moscow, the celebrated Plato. 
Mr. Thornton then entered cir- 
cumstantially into the services of 
the Secretaries, pointing out the 
various pressure and incessant 
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furtherance of their labors ; and 
concluded with moving the thanks 
to those gentlemen. 

This Motion was seconded by 





the Rev. Peter Roe, Minister of 
St. Mary’s Kilkenny, who added 
much to the information from Ire- 
land, as furnished by Dr. Thorpe ; 
asserted that a great moral im- 
provement had taken place in that | 
country ; and cited various in- | 
stances, of a very striking nature, | 
in support of his assertion, Mr. | 
Roe’s Speech was delivered with 

great energy, and produced a 

considerable impression. 

The Rev. C. F. A. Steinkopff 
expressed his gratitude to the So- 
ciety for the kind notice taken of 
his labors ; but more especially 
his unfeigned thankfulness to 
Him, who had deemed him wor- 
thy to be employed in so noble a 
work. He wished those who had 
received benefit from the exertions 
of this Society, could come forth 
and testify their thankfulness for 
them also. He felt the most ar- 
dent wish for the prosperity of this 
Institution ; and that, like the sun 
in the firmament, it might go on 
gathering strength, day by day, 
till it shone forth in all its glories. 
He felt the most ardent affection 
for those millions of his fellow 
creatures who are perishing for 
lack of knowledge, and desired to 
communicate to them that Book 
which is able to make them wise 
unto salvation. ‘* The Bible So- 
ciety has yet (continued Mr. S.) 
a great work to do; and that 
work it shall accomplish. Under 





the auspices of your Lordship, it 
shall have still greater success. 






4 
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Your name is dear to al] who love 
the Bible Society. May God 
give you strength to forward its 
interests! Long may you live to 
preside over this Institution, and 
see it flourish according to the 
warmest wishes of your heart.” 

The Rev. Joseph Hughes ob- 
served, that it gave him satisfac 
tion to be considered as having 
promoted, in any measure, the 
object of the Society, either by 
his counsels or his exertions. Ii 
those services were acceptable to 
God, he desired to give him the 
glory of them. Mr. H. regarded 
the yoke of the Society more than 
easy : he counted it one of his 
brightest ornaments ; and trusted 
he should find it one of his richest 
consolations in his dying hour. 
Thanking the Meeting for the 
honor they had conterred on him, 
he concluded, by expressing his 
hope, that what he had been in 
times that were past, he should be 
still more abundantly in times to 
come. 

The Rev John Owen said, as it 
was the determination of the Sec- 
retaries to leave the foreground at 
the anniversaries to be occupied by 
others whom it might be more im- 
portant to hear, he should take up 
a few moments in expressing his 
concurrence in the sentiments of 
his Colieagues, both as it regarded 
their gratitude for the thanks which 
had been voted, and their pledge of 
renewed exertion in the cause of 
the Society. For his own part, he 
had not sought the station in which, 
for eleven years past, he had the 
honor to labor; he had consider- 
ed the circumstances in which he 
was placed as constituting a call of 
duty ; and his only merit, in a hu- 
man sense, was, if any merit he 
had in accepting or maintaining an 
official connection with the Socicty, 
that he had not been disobedient to 
the heavenly vision He hoped to 
persevere on the same principles on 
which he had hitherto acted. He be- 
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lieved he was doing right, he trusted 
hewas doing good: and aftera tribute 
of respect to the Prelates then pre- 
sent, and particularly to the Bishop 
of St. David’s, who had shown him 
such marked attention when visit- 
ing the Societies in South Wales in 
the course of the last summer, Mr. 
© concluded his address by desiring 
for himself noother fame. and no oth- 
er reward, than that which would 
result from thesalutations of his Sav- 
iour and his Judgge—** Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Baron Anker, from Norway, 
being introduced through George 
Woltf, Esq. addressed the meeting 
as follows: 

“It appears to me quite impossi- 
ble, though I have but a general 
knowledge of the nature and pro- 
ceedings of this noble Society, not 
to feel the most profounc respect for 
its Virtuous intentions, benevolent 
views, and indefatigable exertions 

“ A worthy member of this In- 
stitution, my friend « r Geo. Wolff, 
to whose application I am indebted 
for the honor of being present at this 
meeting, has been good enough to 

resent me with a copy of your 
Committee’s last Report. 

“It is astonishing to observe the 
immense extent of your operations 
There is not a quarter of the giobe 
where you hate not established 
Agents and Correspondents, and 
where your good intentions have 
not met with more or less success 

“ There is not on record, or in 
existence any association so power- 
fully supported, or more deserving 
the support it receives. 

“i see, however, that but little has 
been done for Norway Only forty 
six copies of the Bible, and sixty 
six Testaments, have been sent 
thither. 1 do not discover how, and 


where they have been distributed ; | 


nor have I heard any thing upon 
the subject. 

“ ] have observed this with plea- 
sure, and beg not to be misunder- 
tood, when I make use of this trivi- 
2! expression 

“ } am a native of that country ; 
I reside there ; and 1 hope soon to 
return to - end the remainder of 
iny days within its protecting rocks. 
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“If then I said, that I observed 
with pleasure, that but litte had 
been done for Norway, it was, be- 
cause it furnishes me with an op- 
gg ys of offering my services, 
May I be an instrument of promo- 
ting in that country the laudable 
views of this Society ; I will not 
say, that I should feel proud ; for 
price, in my opinion, has nothing in 
common with religious o! yects ; but 
I say simply and sincerely, that I 
should feel happy. 

“ When iaficmnities and decay 
become our lot : at my age I must 
soon expect my turn: I shall can- 
didly avow my incapability of con- 
tinuing the task, which the Society 
might think proper to trust to my 
care, I shall then give up the con- 
cerns to abler hands. 

“T must further observe, that 
Norway is poor though not by her 
own fault. Recollect, Gentlemen ' 
that the Norwegians are your old 
brethren ; and ! do not hesitate to 
assert, without offence to any, that, 
comparatively speaking, there does 
not exist a country, where, in pro- 
portion to its population, so greata 
number of individuals will be found 
so decidedly attached to Great Brit- 
ain. They are so still, notwithstand- 
ing recent occurrences. 

** ] have only to ada, that I hope 
the respectable friend, whose name 
1 have mentioned, will become a 
pledge for the sincerity of my of- 

rT. 

The Bishop of Norwich prefaced 
a motion of ‘Thanks to the Presby- 
teries in Scotland, &c. in the follow- 
ing terms. 

* Tt would be unjust to pass over 
in silence the attachment to the Bnit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, which 
has been and now is uniformly dis- 
| played in every corner of that en- 
| lightened country ; and particularly 
at Glasgow : an attachment which 
| affords a striking illustration of the 

beneficial cffects arising from that 
| picus and affectionate union ct 
| Christians, of all denominaticns, 
which (next to the general cissenu- 
nation of the Scriptures) it is out 
sreat object to promote and cher- 
ish. ‘Lhe time will shortly come, 
when, 
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“ Our human fiassions now no 
more. 

“ Save Charity, which lives be- 
yond the grave,” 


every man who has at heart the 
resent or future happiness of his 
feliow creatures, will regret, that 
he has suffered groundiess appre- 
hensions, uninformed prejudice or a 
mistaken zeal for any particalar es- 
tablishment, to hinder him from ad- 
ding his name to the numerous and 
daily encreasing list of the friends 
to so truly Christian an Institution.” 

The Rev. Hugh Pearson second- 
ed the moticn. 


The Rev. William Dealtry, in| 
moving Thanks to the Auxiliaries, | 


noticed the increase of £ SQU0 in the 


contributions of those Societies, du- | 
ring che past year, and also the re- | : 

5 apy ‘served for the conclusion of the 
| present account. 


duction in the number of Bibles and 
Testaments drawn in return from 
the Depository of the Parent Lusti- 
tution, as showing tnat a larger por- 
tion of their funds was left dispo- 
sable for foreign purposes. 

The Right Hon. Lord Gambier 
seconded the motion in the following 
terms : 

* 1 cannot describe the joy which 
I feel at seconding the motion. The 
rise, progress, and increase of this 
Society, fll me with delight ; and 
surely there can be no subject so 
calculated to draw intoaction every 
feeling, and every affection of the 
soul. In our experience shal! be 
verified the truth of God’s word: 
“He that watereth, shall be water- 
ed also himself.” 

‘Thanks to the President being mo- 
ved by Baron Anker, were seconed 


by the Rev. John Owen, as the rep- | 


resentative of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, a letter from whom he 
held in his hand, stating, that not- 
withstanding the previous arrange- 
ment which he had made for that 
purpose, business had unavoidably 
prevented his attendance at the 
present mecting. 


Thus ended the Eleventh Anni- 
versary Mecting of the British and 
foreign Bible Socicty : a meeting 
inferior to none that preceded it in 
general mterest. When the Report 
which was necessarily presented in 
am abridged form, shall appear at 
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full length, that interest will doubt- 
less be greatly augmented, from 
the immense scope of the Society’s 
operations in every quarter of the 
globe during the past year ; increa- 
singly manifesting the necessity and 
iinportance of such an Institution, 
whose sole object is to benefit man- 
kind, by diffusing throughout the 
habitable globe. those sacred Scrip- 
tures “ which were given by inspi- 
| ration of Ged, and are profitable 
| for correction, for reproot, for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thor- 
| oughly furnished unto every good 
work” 

‘Lhe sentiments delivered by the 
President after reading the report, 
and of which the following is a lite- 
ral record, have been purposely re- 





* Gentlemen, 

** At the close of each successive 
year since the establishment of the 
British and Forcign Bible Society, 
we have Leen enabled to review the 
progress which it has mace during 
the course of it, not only with com- 
placency, but with delight ; and I 
have now the satisfaction on its 
eleventh anniversary, to congratu- 
jate the members of the Institution, 
on its increased and increasing pros- 
perity. 

* Exclusively devoted to one de- 
finite object, disclaiming and studi- 
| ously avoiding all interference with 
| the political concerns and religious 
| establisiment of all states, the Bi- 
| ble Society has held out an invitation 
| to Christians of all countries and de- 
| ominations, to uhite under the ban- 
ners of the Cross, and in opposition 
to idolatry and infidelity, to pro- 
claim to ail the world, that Name 
by which alone salvation is to be 
obtained. 

** When we contemplate the a- 
lacrity and cordiality with which 
the invitation has been accepted, 
the attention which it has awakened 
to the Holy Scriptures, and the 
charity which it has diffused ; when 
we consider the extensive connec- 
tions of the Society, the magnitude 
of its operations, the munificence 
by which it is supported, and espe- 
cially when we trace the detail of 
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its progress towards its present ag- 
srandizement, we must feel and ac- 
knowledge with gratitude and ado- 
ration, * itis the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

“ Notwithstanding, however, the 
extent in which the Scriptures have 
been circulated, we still hear of 
Christian countries, where the Bi 
ble is scarcely procurable ; of Chris- 
tian communities, many of the mem- 
bers of which never saw a Bible ; 
and many to whom the very name 
of a Bible is unknown ; and of the 
two thousand churches in Georgia, 
Imeretta, and Mingrelia, it is as- 
serted, that two hundred Bibles are 
not to be found in them ail. These 
are lamentable wants. but we have 
the satisfaction to know, that the 
spirit of inquiry excited by the So- 
ciety has led to the discovery of 
them ; and r/at to a disposition and 
active exertions to supply them 

“In the prosperity of the Seciety, 
which we devoutly ascribe to the 
Divine favor, we recognize an ani 
mating motive to perseverance in 
the line of duty to which we have 
devoted ourselves. From the cle 
vation which the Bible Society has 
attained, the horizon ofits prospects 
becomes indeed immeasurably wi 
dened, presenting within its contin- 
ually enlarging circumference, an 
immense field ter future exertions. 
But the prospect is as cheering as it 





have supported the Institution will 
never fail to supply the necessary 
means for the continuance of its 
beneficial labors 

‘** The work in which we are en- 
gaged mav be truly denominated a 
“Jabor of love,” the benefits of 
which are not only felt by the pres- 
ent, but will extend to future gen- 
erations ; beyond even the limits of 
time into eternity. And when we 
of the present race are passed a- 
way, we may trust that the Lord of 
the vineyard will raise up new la- 
borers to carry it on. It is a work 
on which we may hope for the 
blessing of God: it is holy in its 
object, pure in its means, and char- 
itable in its end, for it has the glory 
of God for its object. the Bible for 
its means, and for its end, the tem- 
poral and eternal welfare of man- 
kind.” 


+ 
MESSRS. NOTT AND HALL’S JOURNAL. 
(Continued from page 318.) 


“We several times visited the 
Jews at Muttoncherry, near Cochin, 
went into their synagogues, and 
conversed with their priest and 
most intelligent men 

* The White Jews have but one 
Synagogue in this part of the coun- 
try. The Black Jews have eight. 


is extensive: wherever the Society | Of the White Jews there are forty- 


moves, it gives and receives bies- 
sings ; and I doubt not that the 
prayers of thousands are this day 
offered up for the Divine benedic- 
tion on the proceedjngs of this meet 
ing. 

* When I consider what the Bi- 
ble Society has effected, 1 feel a de- 
light which no language can express, 
in the reficction, that this country, 
which by the favor of a gracious 
Providence has so long * drawn 
water from the wells of salvation,” 
has given birth to an_ Institution 
which has united the affections and 
concentrated the efforts of Chris- 
fans, for conveying the streams of 
the fountain of life, to all the corn- 
ers of the worid. The reflection 
has this additional ¢ratification, that 
it suggests an unvloubting confidence 
that the piety and charity which 


| 





two families, and eighty males above 
thirteen years of age, at which time 
according to their custom they are 
no longer minors. The whole num- 
ber of Black Jews in this part of the 
country amounts, according to their 
own estimate, to five or six hund- 
red. Some intelligent European 
gentlemen thought that their num- 
ber was much greater, but they 
gave no reasons for differing from 
the estimate of the Jews them- 
selves. ‘The most interesting things 
about these Jews are the time and 
manner of their arriving in this 
country. We saw the copper plates 
mentioned by Dr. Buchanan. There 
can be no doubt but that the Jews 
were here as early as 490 of the 
Christian era. But beyond this all 
is darkness and uncertainty. They 
differ widely among themselves. 
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and seem to possess no authentic 
accounts of the time and manner of 
their coming to India. It dves not 
appear that many of the White 
Jews understand Hebrew, though 
they all read printed Hebrew in 
their synagogues. We were told 
that none of the black Jews under- 
stood Hebrew, and that none of 
them are intelligent and well in- 
formed men ‘The White Jews all 
agree in saying that the Black Jews 





ave not of Jewish descent They 
say that when the Jews first came 
to this country they bought Hindoo | 
slaves, and that they circumcised | 
them and educated them in the 
Jewish religion. Fiventually these 
Black Jews became numerous, and 
the White Jews judging it expedi- | 
dent for several reasons, began to 
release the former, and to allow 
them to build separate synagogues, 
but they were not considered as 
qualified to perform the synagogue 
worship without the superinten- 
tendance of a White Jew, which, as 
we were informed, is the case to 
this day. 

‘The White Jews still hold 
slaves whom they pointed cut to us, 
and they certainly had the very 
likeness of the Black Jews. They 
allow the Black Jews no terms of 
equality, and will not allow them to 
sit in the synagogue, except on the 
floor. On the other hand the Black 
Jews claim to themselves the most 
remote residence in the country, but 
we saw no evidence to support such 





a claim. They certainly seem to 
have the exact countenance of the | 
natives, and could not be distin- | 
guished from them, only as all other 
religions sects in India are distin- | 
guished, by their dress, some mark | 
on their face, or by something in | 
the cut of the hair or beard ; all of | 
which are under the direction of 
their religion. ‘So far from this are 
the White Jews, that by their fea- 
tures and complexion, they are 
known as readily as the English- 
man. Indeed by common consent 
a great part of the White Jews, 
(some say three fourths) have emi- 
graied from European states with- 
in two or three centuries past. 
(To be continued.) 





OBITUARY. 


DIED, in Hartford, the 18th 
of August last, the Hon. CHAUN- 
CEY GOODRICH, Lieutenant 
Governcr of this State. The fol- 
lowing character of him is given 
by the Rev. Mr. Srrone in his 
Funeral Sermon :— 


“ Lieutenant Governor Goop- 
RICH was the eldest child of the 
Rev. Elizur Goodrich, D. D, late of 


| Durham. He was born from a line 


of respectable ancestors, October 
20, 1759. He was educated at Yale 
College, where he rendered himself 


_ peculiarly dear to his instructors 


aid fellow students. That distinc- 
tion in genius and science, which he 
ever after supported, appeared in 
the early part ot his academic life. 
Having spent several years as an 
instructor, in the place of his edu- 
cation, he fixed his residence in 
this city, where he soon became 
eminent as a counsellor at law, and 
advocate in the courts of justice, 
His manners, his knowledge, his 
integrity and benevolence endeared 
him tothe people. 

“ In 1793 he was chosen a Repre- 
sentative of this town. in the legis- 
lature of the State He wasaRep- 
resentative from Connecticut. in 
the Congress of the United States, 
from the year 1794 to 1800. 

‘‘In 1802 he was chosen an As- 
sistant Counsellor of the State, and 


| retained the office until appointed 


a Senator of the United States, 1807. 
“While engaged in these high cf- 
fices, at the earnest solicitation of 
his fellow citizens, he accepted the 
Mayoralty of the city of Hartford, 
in 1812. 
“He was appointed Lieutenant 


| Governor of this State, in 1813, 


when he resigned his seat in the 
Senate of the United States. The 
two last offices to which he was 
elected, he sustained at the time of 
his ceath. 

‘“¢ This long catalogue ef public of- 
fices is not recited to blazon the 
fame of a mortal man; but as the 
highest evidence of the confidence 
reposed in him by the people, of 
his diligence and capacity in basi- 
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ness, and his unwearied endeavour 
to do good to mankind. 

«“ Twice he was respectably con- 
nected in the most endearing rela- 
tion of life ; and as often, the ten- 
der ties were early broken. 

« Lieutenant Governor Goodrich 
possessed a clear understanding, 
richly fraught with science, a sound 
judgment, and a benevotent heart — 
He was an able jurist, a politician 
of enlarged views, an upright judge, 
and a wise legislator. 

“ From his early youth he was a 
believer of the Christian Religion. 
Reasons of a peculiar nature, which 
it is not necessary I should explain 
particularly, prevented a public 
profession of his faith. These ob- 
jections were recently removed, and 
he died while an applicant for 
Christian privileges in this church, 
which has been prevented a num- 
ber of months by indisposition of 
body. As the testimony of such a 
man in favour of Christian piety, 
ought never to be secreted, I must 
be indulged in mentioning what he 
said to me, in a late conversation 
concerning his own spiritual state. 
Speaking of a moral life, as itis 
distinguished from the grace of God 
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in the heart, he said, * 4 mora /; 
of itself is nothing for the ae 
Of the soul. I have lived a mora! 
life in the estimation of the world - 
but Iam a bundle of iniquity in the 
sight of aholy God. If there were 
not an atonement, I must be con- 
demned and miserable for ever. 
Here my hope is stayed Some- 
times a sense of my own imperfec- 
tion sinks my sfirits ; generally y | 
have ahofie that sufiforts me ; a: 
times I have rejoiced in God witi,- 
out fear, and wished only tobe in 
his hands and serve him” nto the 
blessed presence of this God, we 
humbly believe our departed friend 
has now entered ” 

In Middleborough, (Mass) Rev. 
JostrH LARKER. aged 64; for- 
merly a Representative to Con- 
gress 

At Wilmington, (Del.) on the 6th 
of July, the Hon. James A. Bay- 
ARD, one of the late American 
Plenipotentiaries at Ghent. 

At Guilford, Rev. EtreHaLet 
LrEsTER, aged 87. 

At his seat near Georgetown, the 
Hon. Poitip Barton Key. aged 
58, formerly a Member of Congress 
from Maryland. 
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Aug. 29. Froma Friend of Missions, - - - - - $100 
31. From Rev. William Hanford, collected in new settle- 
ments, - - - “eee el -. © (93 
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